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Da iches , David 

The  Present  Age:  After  1920;  London,  The  Cresset  Press 
(Daiches,  1958)  Bibliography ; Index  57'6p, 

' This  is  an  important  summary  of  general  literature  for 
the  period  covered,  and  a handy  reference  for  lists  of  books 
by  varioiis  authors.  It  is  Polune  V of  INTRODUCTIONS  TO 
ENGLISH  LI TSRil TURE’ , Bonany  Dobree  , General  Editor,  who  wrote 
the  2 -page  Preface. 

P.  15:  On  the  popular  level,  the  r=>eveRopment  of  science 
fiction  has.  been  rapid  and  striking.  The  notion  that  inter- 
planetary travel  will  soon  become  commonplace  aupears  to  be 
widespread — one'  sphere,  at  least,  where  the  belief  in  fast 
and  inevitable  progress  survives.  This  seems  to  be  linked 
v\/ith  the'  idea  that  the  only  way  to  unite  the  nations  of  the 
world  in  true  political  federation  is  to  bring  them  face  to 
face  with  a common  enemy  from  another  planet.  That  is  v/hy 
the  inhabitants  of  other  planets  (and  that  there  are  inhabi- 
tants of  other  planets  appears  to  be  an  article  of  faith  with 
the  science  fiction  writer)  are  often  shov/n  as  hostile.  The 
view  that  other  orders  of  rational  creatures  than  our  own 
earthly  one  should  be  as  fatuously  obsessed  -with  warfare  and 
destruction  might  strike  one  as  rather  far-fetched;  but  in- 
ter-planetary warfare  is  a means  of  projecting  the  unity  of 
the  world  and  of  deflecting  heroism  away  from  intra - te rres - 
t^ial  conflicts.  Rocket  ships  and  astronomy  have  become  a 
major  Interest  of  the  young  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
Occasionally  a serious  moralist  cahses  in  on  this  to  tell  a 
moral  fable  in  terms  of  inter-planetary  strugc'les;  on  the 
v/hols , however,  the  science  fiction  'vriters  are  out  to  tell 
adventure  stories  at  a fairly  simnle  level,  v/ith  all  the 
usual  features  of  danger,  suspense,  and  the  eventual  trimmuh 
of  right  over  v;rong. 

The  lists  of  books  are  not  complete.  Lewises  ^’Out  of 
the  Silent  Planet'^  and  That  Hideous  Strength’’  are  not  shov/n, 
though  ”Pe relandra ” is.  None  of  the  really  important  science 
fiction  writers,  even  Arthur  G.  Clarke  and  Olaf  Starledon, 
are  mentioned,  though  V/ells  is  commented  upon  incidentally, 
in  historical  perspective  thoumh  he  does  not  belon^^  to  the 
period  under  discussion. 

This  book  should  be  retai,ned  for  instant  reference. 


Daingerfield,  Foxhall 

Ghost  House;  Chicago,  The  White  House  Publishers  (1926, 
D.  Appleton  and  Company)  253p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a spinster,,  this  is  really 
the  story  of  her  yo^onger  sister,  married  to  a cruel  gambler 
who  acquires  her  wealth  and  oppresses  her  and  their  two 
daughters  living  on  a swampy  land  plantation  ¥/ith  negro 
servants.  Pie  has  secreted  cash,  intending  to  v?o  to  South. 
America  via  Vancouver,  B,  G.  on  the  day  a mortgage  comes  due, 
abandoning  his  family.  . 

Al-though  the  story  is  clearly  and  interestingly  told, 
it  is  totally  unreasonable.  There  appears- to  be  no  reason 
for  the  gambler  to  abscond;  he  is  in  control  of  the  entire 
situation,  has  wealth,  and  aside  from  his  criminal  associa- 
tio/i  with  the  negro  son  of  his.  daughters  ’ nurse,  little  fear 
of  inves tiga tion  by  authorities.  Why  he  disguises  the  silver 
plate  of  his  fam.ily,  which  is  comprised  of  broken  sets,  is 
not  made  clear;  and  aside  from  his  drinking  and  cruelty  and 
selfishness,  only  the  dislike  and  animosity  of  the  sninster 
puts  her  on  his  trail  and  exposes  him. 

This  is  my  im.pression  of  a gothic  susrense  story,  with 
weird  atmosphere  but  a mundane  solution. 
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Dally,  Dr.  P^tar 


The  Fantasy  Game;  New  York,  Ai;on  Books  (#29769),  (19'75, 
Peter  Dally),  (1976,  October,  1st  Avon  Ptg)  ; References; 

Quiz;  Index  ^ ’ 22Gp. 

I thought  the  first  part  of  this  book  was  too  dogmatic 
because  of  the  author’s  declaration  that  fantasies  are  eithdr 
sadistic  or  masochistic,  and  I am  not  aware  that  any  of  my 
own  dreams  or  daydreams  belong  to  either  category.  Perhaps 
my  own  sexuality  is  not  strong  enough  to  build  up  pressures 
of  either  nature;  although  1 am,  of  course,  more  easily 
aroused  sexually  than  at  others. 

/ 

The  second  half  of  the  book,  particularly  the  chapter 
on  witchcraft  and  its  replacement  by  the  social  obsession  on 
masturbation,  appeared  to  be  more  sensible  and  in  keeping 
with  my  own  ideas.  The  author’s  comments  about  obsessional 
people  becoming  relatively  incapable  of  distinguishing  fan- 
tasy from  reality  appear  to  agree  with  newspaper  accounts  of 
people  running  amok  because  of  temporary  insanity. 

Because  of  the  index,  this  is  better  than  many  similar 
books  for  reference,  and  the  author,  apart  from  his  rational 
outlook,  has  apparently  had  many  patients  on  whom  to  base 
his  ideas,  and  he  also  appears  well-versed  in  the  literature. 

As  indicated  above,  1 have  mixed  feelings  about  this 
books,  but  his  treatment  of  fantasy  is  interesting. 
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Dana,  John  cotton 


Libraries:  Addresses  and  Essays;  White  Plains,  N.  Y. , 
and  New  York  City,  The  H.  W.  Wilson  Company,  1916  299pp. 

Although  there  is  much  repetitious  material  in  the  book 
because  the  author  repeated  his  news  and  views  in  different 
addresses,  it  is  evident  that  he  was  a pioneer  in  the  modern 
library  movement.  He  seems  to  be  the  first  to  have  established 
in  a downtown  branch  location  material  suitable  for  the  business 
of  Newark,  N.  J. , and  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  guaging  the 
requirements  of  the  library  by  the  needs  of  the  c^omnunity. 

He  outlines  the  history  of  the  American  Library  Association 
and  the  Special  Libraries  Association,  and  foresaw  the  modern 
function  of  the  library  as  an  Information  center  rather  than  a 
repository  of  books. 

He  points  out  that  ephemera  are  better  filed  under  various 
special  headings  than  num.bered  and  indexed  like  the  more  perma- 
nent library  acquisitions. 

This  is  a good  basic  book  on  the  philosophy,  history  and. 
purpose  of  libraries. 
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Danby,  Frank,  (Julia  Davig  Frankau) 

Twilight;  Toronto,  B.  Gundy,  n.d.  (circa  1914);  332p 

Ned  Brooks  read  some  of  this  novel,  but  evidently  de- 
sired its  space  rather  than  its  presence  and  sent  it  to  me. 

The  author  was  born  on  July  30th,  1864.  I was  unable 
to  trace  the  date  of  her  death,  and  although  she  was  prolific 
and  her  first  novel  was  published  when  she  was  only  18  years 
old,  she  appears  to  have  made  no  lasting  imprecision. 

I have  several  of  her  books,  but  had  read  none  of  them. 

I am  plea«^ed  to  have  this  book  as  a sample,  as  it  seems  to  be 
her  only  fantasy  according  to  the  original  Bleiler  Checklist. 

An  autocratic  woman  novelist  who  is  a semi-invalid  takes 
a country  home  as  residence  for  three  months,  '^he  sees  the 
ghost  of  a previous  woman  resident,  and  of  her  lover,  and 
speaks  with  them.  Told  by  the  ghost  of  the  existence  of  a 
packet  of  letters,  and  encouraged  to  write  the  biography  of 
the  ghost  who  was  also  a writer,  she  recovers  the  letters 
from  a doctor  who  had  lo^ed  her  in  vain,  and  on  the  basis  of 
these  writes  the  love  story. 

The  romance  begins  when  the  ghostly  woman,  victim  of  a 
heart  disease,  meets  and  falls  in  love  with  her  publi^^her, 
a man  of  good  family  and  fortune.  Her  doctor,  junior  partner 
in  a medical  practice,  although  she  treats  him,  he  c^ays, 

’’like  a dog”,  and  knowing  himself  to  be  inferior  both  in  for- 
tune and  in  breeding  to  the  publisher,  still  hopelessly  pur- 
sues her  and  becomes  entangled  in  the  problems  which  ari^^e 
because  his  love,  whose  divorce  from  her  husband  is  about  to 
become  final,  is  threa  tened- wi  th  blackmail  by  a Chric;tian 
’Science  woman  devoted  to  her  religion  who  demands  money  for 
her  religion  as  the  price  of  her  «?ilence  concerning  the  fact 
that  both  the  public-her  and  the  doctor  had  spent  overnierht 
visits  in  the  writer’s  home  where  there  were  three  servants 
(in  place  of  the  five  to  which  she  was  accuc^tomed)  . 

The  romance  of  the  ghost-woman  overshadows  the  one  of 
the  biographer  and  the  doctor  who  has  administered  to  both. 
The  w^n  are  manipulative;  the  men  submissive;  both  sexes 
are  portrayed  rather  as  projections  of  Danby’s  dream-life 
than  as  realistic  characters. 

The  ghostly  visitations  are  entirely  fictional,  and 
convey  a false  impression  of  psychical  phenomena.  There  are 
occasional  bad  people  among  any  group;  but  Danby  is  equally 
unfair  in  her  portrayal  of  Christian  Scientists,  of  whom  I 
have  known  personally  some  fine  people.  I agree  with  her 
view,  however,  that  Mary  Baker  Eddy’s  Science  and  Health  with 
Key  to  the  Scriptures  is  unreadable,  excepting  by  the  con- 
vinced and  inistiated,  who  apparently  derive  benefit  from  it. 

Having  read  this  book,  which  ic?  of  minimal  interest  to 
me,  I shall  not  attempt  to  read  any  of  the  other  books  by 
Danby. 


L,  GTir'; 


Dane,  Christopher 


Possession;  Toronto,  Popular  Library  (#01595);  (1975,  Other 

Dimensions,  Inc.)  174p. 

On  the  front  cover  of  this  book  appears  the  following:  "Au- 

thenticated case  studies  of  men,  women  and  children  invaded  by 
demonic  evil".  No  authentication  is  provided  in  the  text,  and 
the  cases  are  narrated  like  fiction  from  the  "author  omniscient" 
point  of  view.  Actual  names  are  used  in  most  cases,  and  I have 
read  sufficiently  of  other  similar  cases  to  accept  the  possibili- 
ty of  these  cases,  but  the  presentation  is  unscientific. 

Only  extensive  reading  can  qualify  anyone  to  assess  the  vali- 
dity of  books  like  this,  and  verification  from  other  sources  should 
be  sought.  The  writing  is  very  good  and  no  sensationalism  is 
needed  to  support  the  phenomena  reported,  which  are  curious  enough. 

This  book  is  interesting  enough  to  be  reread. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  10,  1998 
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Dane,  Clemence 


The  Babyons:  The  Chronicle  of  a Family;  Garden  City, 
New  York ,,  Double  day , Doran  and  Company,  Inc.,  1928;  Four 


Volumes;  I578p. 

(One  Volume  edition,  1934  Decorda tions)  378p. 

I 

1,  Third  Person  Singular  1 

2,  Midsummer  Vien  . 85 

3,  Creeping  Jenny  ' 163 

4*  Lady  Babyon  263 


Although  only  the  first  and  fourth  volumes  are  mainly 
fantastic,  this  book,  as  a complete  novel,  has  the  fate  of  a 
'family  doom  overhanging  it.  - The  first  volume,  which  was 
reprinted  in  FFM,  involves  the  ghost  of  a madwoman;  the  4th, 
psychic  phenomena  and  a ghostly  rider;  planchette  and  auto- 
matic writing,  and  the  influence  of  the  portraits  of  dead 
ancestors. 

Although  this  is  definitely  a wo.man’s  book,  it  is  of 
interest  to  anyone  because  of  its  dealing  with  psychic  phe- 
nomena. The  various  characters  are  well -drawn,  and  the  fate 
of  the  family  through  several  generations  acceptable. 
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Daniels,  Norman 


Voodoo  Slave;  New  English  Library  #450  o2322  2;  (1970,  au- 
thor, Paperback  Library,  August,  1973,  Februar,  1975)  154p. 

Tambo,  a Voodoo  priest,  is  enslaved  and  arrives  in  New  Or- 
leans where  he  is  made  overseer  on  a plantation,  then  trained  to 
become  a killer  prize-fighter.  His  powers  are  exaggerated,  but 
are  insufficient  to  enable  him  to  overcome  his  slavery. 

Matched  with  a powerful  woman  whose  admiration  for  him  gives 
loyalty,  he  still  falls  in  love  with  a young  near-white  girl  whom 
he  rescues  from  possible  raping  and  killing  by  a lustfull  old  man 
who  wishes  to  buy  her  from  Tambo’s  owner. 

Tambo  kills  two  men  in  fair  fight  excepting  that  he  does  use 
the  magic  help  of  a Mambo.  He  tries  to  avoid  the  rebellion  of  his 
fellow  slaves,  but  they  destroy  and  kill  their  masters. 

There  is  far  too  much  emphasis  on  sadistic  cruelty  and  sex 
situations,  and  the  occult  powers  are  exaggerated,  yet  ineffective 
in  helping  Tambo  beyond  assisting  his  ability  to  fight. 

This  is  a sensationalized  and  improbable  fantasy. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  25 , 1 998 
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Darios,  Louis© 


'^trange  Tales  of  Canada;  Translation  by  Philippa  C. 
Gerry;  Toronto,  The  Ryerson  Press  (Librairie  Beauchemin 


Limitee,  1965)  ^ 162p, 

Con  tents 

Preface  “ ix 

1.  Newfoundland:  The  Letter  of  JesUs  1* 

2.  Ontario:  The  Witi&h  19* 

3,  British  Columbia:  The  '^ea  “"^erpen  t * s Vertebra  36* 

4.  Yukon  & Northwest  Territories*.  The  Caribou  of  Heaven  65 

5,  Quebec:  The  Iliac  Passion  78 

6,  Nova  '^ootia:  The  '^ecular  Mass  93 

7,  New  Brunswick:  The '^eventh  '^on  of  a -eventh  '^on  107* 

8.  Manitoba:  The  Wind’s  l^lask  119* 

9.  Alberta:  The  Three  ^uns  ' 131* 

10, *'^aska  tchewan:  Freedom!  Precious  Freedom!  146 


These  are  folklore  tales,  retold  in  fiction  form,  but 
backed  on  legends  of  the  individual  provinces,  or  the  life  of 
the  settlers  and  inhabitants. 

Of  them,  (2)  is  based  on  the'^Baldoon  poltergeist  cac-e; 
and  (7)  is  loosely  bac-ed  on  the  Esther  Cox  attempted  rape 
part  of  the  Amherst  Mystery  poltergeist  case,  but  does  not 
deal  to  any  great  extent''wlth  the  supernormal  factors.  (lO) 
deals  with  the  Doukhobors  coming  to  the  province  and  touches 
on  their  settlement  in  British  Columbia,  also. 

The  style  of  story-telling  is  literary,  and  thi^?  ob«?cures 
for  me  in  oome  cases  the  significance  of  the  story. 

I am  not  greatly  imprec-aed  with  thi<^  volume,  but  it  is  a 
good  example  of  how  to  turn  legend  into  story,  and  the  two  main 
ones  involving  poltergeists  are  worth  studying  in  thic.  respect. 
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Darling,  Amanda  (pseudonym) 

Lola  Montez;  New  York,  Stein  and  Day  (1972,  publishers) 
Frontispiece  240p. 

No  bibliography  is  provided;  this  is  a popular  account. 

Lola’s  experiences  in  Australia  and  the  United  States  toward 
the  end  of  her  life  are  given  more  space  than  in  d’auvergne’s 
biography,  but  otherwise  little  is  added  to  what  he  wrote.  This 
voulume  places  less  emphasis  on  her  advice  to  Ludwig  of  Bavaria. 

Page  156  throws  a somewhat  different  light  on  her  relations 
with  Justinus  von  Kerner. 

Page  223  suggests  that  she  developed  an  individual  brand  of 
Christianity,  ’’devout  faith  in  a Protestant  God  with  touches  of 
spiritualism  and  an  almost  transcendental  mysticism”.  I quote 
from  pages  228  and  229: 

At  first  she  became  a member  of  a sect  known  as  the  Christian 
Spiritualists  and  attended  nightly  seances.  Later  she  held  long 
conversations  with  some  of  her  illustrious  predecessors,  among 
them  Cleopatra,  Madame  du  Barry,  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  all  of 
whom  shared  her  view  that  licentiousness  caused  great  sorrow.” 

Possibly  a manic  depressive,  symptoms  developed  into  spells 
of  lethargy;  she  lost  her  beauty  and  her  will  to  live.  Despite 
having  jewels  valued  at  half  a million,  she  left  only  $13,000. 

There  are  sufficient  differences  in  these  biographies  to  make 
it  necessary  to  retain  both  for  reference.  Unfortunately,  they 
both  lack  indexes. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  7 , 1996. 
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Darlington,  W.  A* 

Alf’s  Button;  London,  The  London  Book  Go,  Ltd.,  n.d., 

. 253p. 

This  is  a light  humorous  novel  about  two  "Tommies”  who 
make  use  of  a button  manufactured  from  Aladdin’s  Lamp  to  call 
forth  the  d^inn.  Some  misunderstandings  between  the  boys  and 
the  d^inn  result  in  situations  unforeseen  by  either;  Alf  falls 
in  love  with  a lieutenant’s  fiancee,  is  transported  to  England 
and  into  a mansion  from  which  he  tries  to  pursue  his  suit,  and 
with  various  other  mishaps  is  with  his  friend  Bill  satisfied 
to  get  back  to  duty  in  the  trenches. 

Well-written  and  interesting,  this  is  light  entertainment. 


Darlington,  W*  A. 

Egbert;  Philadelphia,  The  Penn  Publishing?:  Conuany,  1925 

315p* 

' 

In  this  humorous  fantasy,  the  fiance  of  the  childhood 
playmate  of  the  narrator  is  turned  into  a rhinoceros.  The 
narrator  and  the  girl  exhibit  this  intelligent  beast  on  a 
theatrical  tour,  Incidentally  meeting  troupers  of  various  ' 
hinds,  and  becoming  involved  in  many  funny  events  because  of 
their  situation.  , ' - . 

Very  well  written,  this  is  light  fantasy  which  revolves 
around  the  single  situation.  The.  magician  who  precipitates 
the  problem  may  have  been  the  archetype  of  the  inept  practi- 
tioner who  occasionally  appears  in  other  stories^ 


>■ 
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Darlington,  W.  A. 


Wishes  Limited;  London,  Herbert  Jenkins,  Limited,  n.d. 

, ' . 312p. 

This  is  light  humorous  fantasy  about,  a young  writer  who 
is  too  poor  to  marry.  An  apparently  16-year-old  blonde  fairy 
appears  in  his  room  and  says  he  will  be  granted  one  v/ish  each 
month;  he  writer^  a salacious  novel  which  is  'a  financial  suc- 
cess, but  the  fairy  has  taken  a dislike  to  a solicitor  who 
rooms  in  the  same  house  and  has  changed  him  into  a hla  ck  beetle 
for  whom  the  writer  feels  responsible. 

The  success  of  the  novel,  which  the  writer  cannot  remem- 
ber writing  and  which  the  fairy  la  ter  tells  him  was  written  by 
one  of  her  d^inns,  makes  him  aware  that  his  own  kind  of  book 
is  better  and  which  compels  .him  to  revise  and  improve  it,  leads 
to  his  ultimate  success,  especially  after  the  d^iinns  go  on 
strike  and  wipe  out  all  evidence  of  the  first  novel’s  existence. 
The  solicitor  is  changed  back  into  himself,  and  all  turns  out 
well. 

The  latter  part  of  this  novel  is  weaker  than  the  first, 
but  it  is  an  an  amusing  pastime  of  no  importance. 


Diurvaos  '^’icolas  ' ; - , ■ ' . - 

. The'  Darvas  ,3ys  tem  foi? -.OYer-the-C.oun.ter  T^rofl  ts ; ITew 
York, "Ij-le- Stuart,'  Inc.  . (1971,  Publishers);  Glossary,  Index 

144p. 

: -v  / ■ ■ ■ . , ■ • ■ ■ 

Althoug-h  there  are  ■ a- couple  of  tips  wlii-ch-  are  useful  in 
selecting  unliste^d  stocks  for  i es tee nt,.  this-  is  the  'least 
useful  of  the-  Lthrec;  hocks  r,  have^^read  by  the  author.  A.  ■ - „ 

^le  uses  the  nuciber  of  brokers' making  a market  in  a s to  ole 
as  a useful  guide  ’to  1 ts- marketability . 

As  in  any  book  on  the  stock  market,'  there  are'  useful  and 
.sound  ideas.,  but  one  has  to  get  familiar  w*th  them,  before  it_ 
'is  possible  .to  appl5^  them- with  con'fidenoa., 


/ 


d’Auvergne,  Edmund  B. 


Lola  Montez:  An  Adventuress  of  the  ’Forties;  Illustrated; 
London,  T.  Werner  Laurie,  Ltd.  (April,  1909);  3rd  impr.  Novem- 
ber, 1924  233p. 

Believing  that  beauty  in  women  is  the  only  criterion  which 
matters  to  men,  the  author  the  author  portrays  Lola  favorably 
although  he  distrusts  her  autobiography.  His  bibliography  in- 
dicates thorough  research,  however,  and  he  gives  unfavorable  as 
well  as  favorable  examples  of  other  opinions. 

Her  forceful,  independent  and  ambitious  life  is  described 
from  birth  in  1818  to  death  on  January  17,  1861  in  sufficient 

detail,  the  most  important  period  being  that  of  her  influence 
on  Ludwig  of  Bavaria,  who  made  her  Countess  of  Landsfeld,  gave 
her  wealth  and  jewels,  and  ruled  with  her  advice. 

She  was  an  indifferent  dancer  and  actress,  could  not  sing, 
and  enthralled  audiences  only  with  wit  and  beauty. 

Her  indifference  to  law  and  custom  led  her  to  a bigamous 
marriage;  she  admitted  to  a journalist  having  been  a prostitute 
from  necessity  and  promiscuous  with  men  from  desire  to  dominate 
them,  and  had  liasons  with  Liszt,  literary  men  and  nobles  even 
though  her  relationship  with  Ludwig  may  have  been  Platonic. 

Dumas,  Sr.  is  quoted  as  saying:  "She  has  the  evil  eye  and 

is  sure  to  bring  bad  luck  to  any  one  who  closely  links  his  des- 
tiny with  hers,  for  however  short  a time."  (P.  106).  Ludwig  is 

said  to  have  believed  her  possessed  and  sent  her  to  Justinus 
Kerner  who  treated  her  with  a hunger  cure  and  had  his  son  mes- 
merise her.  (P.170-1).  She  became  a believer  in  Spiritualism 
and  said  spirits  had  directed  her  to  become  a lecturer.  By 
October,  1858  she  had  turned  from  spiritualism  to  Methodism. 

She  was  buried  as  Mrs.  Eliza  Gilbert. 

She  was  a remarkable  woman,  and  this  is  a fascinating  book. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  6 , 1996. 
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Darvas,  Nioolas  ^ 

Wall  Street:  The  Other  Las  Tegas;  New  York,  Lyle  Stuart 
(1964,  Author);  Charts;  Index  of  Stocks  192p. 

This  is  an  interesting  sequel  to  the  author’s  first  book 
and  although  it  repeats  the  theory  outlined^  there-,  is  worth 
studying. 

Basically,  Darvas ’s  system  appears,  almost  fool-proof.  T 
believe  it  works  for  him,  and  that  it  could  work  for  me.  He 
buys  only^  stocks  which  are  rising  on  the  market,  and  places 
stop-loss'  instructions  so  that  he  will  be  sold  out  if  the 
stock  drops  below  the  "boxes”  he  has  established  as  his  smide 
to  th^ir  price  behavior.  These  stop-loss  orders  minimize  his 
losses,  and  take  him  completely  out  of  the  market  if  a bear 
trend  is  established. 

Darvas  doubts  that  the  market  pays  any  attention  to  the 
"fundamentals"  of  stocks.  I am  almost  inclined  to  agree  with 
him  on  the  basis  of  my  own  experience;  but  I am  not  closely 
following  the  market  as  he  was,  so  for  long-term  investing  I 
consider  the  fundamentals  to  be  paramount,  and  am  inclined 
to  seek  value  as  Templeton  does,  on  faith  that  value  will  be 
rewarded  ultimately. 

This  book  is  worth  studying,  and  the  method  outlined  is 
worth  testing  if  I become  interested  in  closely  using  th0 
market.  I have  just  finished  investing  in  Hudson’s  Bay  Com- 
pany stock,  and  do  not  have  the  resources  or  the  background 
information  about  the  current  market  to  follow  his  plan.  I 
must  keep  this  in  mind  for  the  future. 
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Davenport,  Elaine;  Eddy,  Paul;  with  T!ark  Hurwitz 

The  Hu/rhes  Papers;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  '(f25572) 
(Deceinber,  1976,  authors)  ' 367p, 

1- 

Although  there  is  a short  sunr.ary  of  Hughes’  life,  this 
book  concentrates  on  developments . afte-r  Hughes  settled  in  Las 
Yegas  for  four  years  near  the  end  of  his  life.  Despite  his 
plans  for  development  of  the  area,  he  did  nothing  but  buy  the 
existing  casinos,  obtaining  concessions^on  licensing,  quali- 
fications, etc,,  apparently  by  bribery  or  political  contribu- 
tions* ' ' . 

Like  The  Robber  3a rons , this  book  cynically  shows  that 
money  talks,  and  that  the. law  is  subverted  to  the  wishes  of 
those  who  control  cash.- 

Haheu,^  who  Acted  as  front  man  for  Huvhes,  apparently  ^ot 
carried  away  by  his  authority  and  engaged  in  unauthorized  ac- 
tivities until  Hughes  decided  to  oust  him.  This  resulted  in 
lawsuits  which  were- still  unresolved  at  the  time  this  book 
was  published. 

Clifford  Irving’ s 'fake  au tobiography  of  Huvhes  is  men- 
tioned inoddentally , and  Irving  is  called  a hack  writer.  I 
infer  that  the  authors  of  this  book  deplored  Hughes  and  ^is 
methods,  and  felt  that  he  was  incompetent  as  a financier,  but 
I think  he  . followed  the  tradition  of  the  Hob, her,  Barons  in  his 
own  way,  and  was  a planner  and  originator,  rat^^er  than  a man 
who  v;as  interested  in  money  for  its  ov</n  sake,  though  he  made 
use  of  it  to  serve  his  particular  en thuslasms . . 

Like  any  book  on  Hughes,  it  is  interesting,  but  reveals 
little  of  the  m.an  himself. 
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Davey,  Norman 


Gninea  Girl:  A Melodrama  in  Three  Acts,  Together  with 
the  Incidental 'Music , here  presented  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  Curious;  New  York,  George  H,  Doran  Company  (1922)  29 5p. 

This  is  an  interesting  novel  v/ith  a background  of  Paris 
and  Monaco.  Refused  marriage  by  a girl  officer,  Paul  Bellamy 
picks  up  a prostitute,  finances  her  to  a ^^break-the -bank"^.  win 
at  Monte  Ca rlo , _poss®  as  her  husband  (and  she  as  a countess) 
at  a posh  resort,  loses  her  to  an  aviator,  and  ends  up  as  she 
began,  pawning  his  belongings. 

t * 

This  seems  to  me  a 'sophisticated  imitation  of  Norman 
Douglas’s  South  Wind,  worth  the  time  spent  reading  it,  but  not 
as  good.  It  is  well  written,  and  possibly  to  some  extent  auto- 
biographical. ' • ■ 


Davey,  Norman 


The  Pilgrim  of  a Smile;  New  York,  George  H.  Doran  Com- 
pany (1921)  289p. 

Contents 

1.  The  First  Congregation  11* 

2.  Citations  from  the  Contemporary  Press  31 

3.  The  Farcical  Predicament  of  the  Young  ITan  "Yho 

Was  Afraid  '■  35 

4.  The  Jolly  Employment  of  Dr.  Andrew  Holl  49 

5.  The  Facetiae  of  Professor  Phipps  62 

6.  The  Joyous  Adventure  of  the  Lady  and  the  Sponge  82 

7.  The  Amusing  Episode  of  the  First  Violin  94 

8.  The  Quaint  Inquiry  of  the  Canon  Fiennes  110 

9.  The  Drolleries  of  the  Disciple  of  Aristotle  127 

\ 10.  The  Humorous  Rememberers  of  a 'Vedding  Day  150 

1"'’  11.  The  Happy  .His  tory  of  the  Young  Lady  at  Kawreen  166 

12.  The  Diverting  Experiences  of  the  Prudent  Lover  184 

13.  The  Hilarious  Conduct  of  a TTan  of  Taste  209 

14.  The  Entertaining  Stories  of  the  Things  That 

Talked  229^ 

15.  The  Comedy  in  Santa  TIaria  A Citrella  260* 

16.  The  Second  Congregation  277* 

\ 17.  Hr.  Matthew  Sumner  as  Reported  in  '’The  Times”  -289 

Four  men  seek  of  the  Sphinx  at  the  foot  of  Cleopatra’s 
Needle,  the  granting  of  their  desires.  Three 'make  wishes; 
the  fourth  Matthew  Sumner  asks  that  his  friends  be  granted 
their  wishes,  but  when  told  to  wish  for  himself  merely  says 
he  wishes  to  know  why  the  Sphinx  smiles. 

Ironic  and  cynical  incidents  encountered  by  Summer  make 
up  the  stories  v/hich  comprise  this  episodic  novel;  at  their 
conclusion,  Sumner  understands  from  the  thwarting  of  human 
endeavor  why  the  Sphinx  smiles  and  accepts  death  as  the  ful- 
filment of  his  own  wish. 

We  11 -told  and  erudite,  these  stories  are  only  faintly 
of  fantasy  interest. 


Davey,  IMorman 


-Yesterday:  A Tory  Fairy  Tale;  London,  Chapman  & Hall 
Ltd,,  1924  , 240p. 

An  officer  in  oharge^of  a garrison  on  the  Isle  of  Hight 
holds  prisoner  the  beautiful  daughter  of  a retired  East  In- 
dian officer  who  has  suffragette  tendencies,  and  threatens 
to  shell  the  British  forces  if  they  try  to  free  her.  He  is 
aided  by  a newspaperman  who  drinks  heavily  and  is  on  holiday, 
and  although  he  succeeds  in  his  rom-antie  ambitions,  his  re- 
volt is  not  successful. 

The  British  Prime  Minister  and  the  head  of  the  Admiralty 
are  taken  prisoner  on  board  ship  by  suffragettes,  and  this 
sub-plot  is  treated  fa^rcically.  Actually  it  weakens  the 
book,  which  could  have  been  much  better  humorously  if  the 
original  idea  had  been  extended. 

I do  not  consider  this  book  to  be  as  good  as  Guinea 

Girl. 


Davies,  Rev.  Charles  Maurice  (D.D.) 

Mystic^  London,  or.  Phases  of  occult  life  in  the  British 
Metropolis;  New  York,  Lovell,  Adam,  Wesson  & Company,  (n.d.)  331p 

As  head  of  one  of  the  sub-committees  of  the  Dialectical  Soci- 
ety Report  on  Spiritualism,  the  author^s  qualifications  led  me  to 
read  this  book  ahead  of  finishing  reading  the  Report. 

Davies  seems  to  me  to  have  been  an  ideal  investigator  of  the 
London  society  of  his  day.  He  checked  everything  himself  and  was 
humorous  and  cautious  about  reporting  his  findings.  He  is  often 
quoted  in  The  Spiritualists  by  Ruth  Brandon,  but  selectively,  and 
his  ultimate  conclusion,  which  was  that  of  the  Dialectical  Society, 
was  that  the  phenomena  were  so  deserving  of  further  investigation 
that  he  accepted  a position  on  the  Council  of  a spiritualist  group. 

He  became  acquainted  with  many  mediums  including  girls  who 
worked  with  Crookes,  and  attended  many  seances  before  accepting  the 
phenomena.  Whether  he  accepted  as  fact  that  communication  between 
the  living  and  the  dead  is  uncertain,  (after  dead  read  was  possible) 

This  book  is  worth  reprinting  even  today  because  it  shows  how 
openmindedness  can  enable  people  to  know  things  which  scepticism 
disallows . 

The  early  part  of  the  book  dealt  with  social  conditions  of  the 
poorer  class,  including  sending  shiploads  of  street  children  to 
Canada  as  domestic  servants.  More  than  the  last  half  of  the  book 
describes  his  investigations  into  occultism  and  spiritualism. 

The  first  comment  about  spiritualism  is  made  on  page  65;  and 
Chapter  12  is  devoted  to  a description  of  an  open-air  meeting  on 
the  Tichborne  case. 

My  interst  in  Crookes  and  his  mediums  means  that  I must  keep 
this  book  for  reference.  Davies  was  not  impressed. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  5,  1997 
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Davies,  Robertson 

A Jig  for  the  G-ypsy;  Toronto,  Clarke,  Irv/in'&  Gomnany 
Limited,  1954  > ‘99p. 

This  play,  in  three  acts  and  v/ith  a single  scene,  deals 
with  Liberal  and  Tory  politicians  who  seek  the  influence  of 
a gypsy  with  soothsaying  powers  to  sway  an  election.  Benoni 
Richards,  the  Gypsy,  is  reluctant  to  becorie  involved,  and 
does  not  agree  that  she  has  forecast  the  optimistic  outcome 
wished  by  the  Liberals,  so  that  although  they  win  the  elec- 
tion in  her  rural  riding,  the  post  of  Postmaster-General  is 
denied  the  winning  candidate.  The  Tories  by  tricljery  have 
enlisted  the  assistance  of  a Magician,  Con.iuror  Jones,  to 
counteract  Benoni^s  influence,  and  when  she  succeeds  and  he 
fails,  they  combine  in  an  '^over  the  broom’*  wedding  to  secure 
their  future  by  their  united  talents. 

The  romantic  interest  is  sustained  by  reference  to  an 
early  love  of  Benoni *s  and  by  an  aborted  romance  of  the  pa>ty 
organizer’s  daughter 'with  an  ambitious  young  prig.  The  story 
is  a realistic  treatment  of  politics  and  for  tune -telling , 
rather  than  a fantasy,  but  incidental  reference  is  made  to 
the  historical  practice  of  national  leaders  consulting  occult 
forecasters  before  embarking  on  missions. 

An  interesting  contrast  to  Robert  Norwood’s  ’’The  Nitch 
of  Bn dor”. 
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da  Vinci,  Leonardo 


The  Delude;  edited  by  Robert  Payne;  Mew  Yorlc,  Lion  Books 
Inc.  (#223),  (January,  1955),  (1954,  Payne)  124p. 

In  an  Editor’s  Mote  v/hich  comprises  pages  115-124  of  this 
book,  Payne  explains  that  the  narrative  is  based  on  notes  and 
extended  passages  found  among  the  genius’s  papers,  so  that  the 
story  is  pretty  much  written  by  Payne. 

Warning  of  a second  flood  is  given  by  Diodar  of  3oria,  a 
lieutenant  of  the  Sultan  of  Babylon,  who  tells,  the  father  of 
tvi/o  daughters  and  a son  to  achieve  the  height  of  a tall  moun- 
tain when  he  encounters  them  in  flight  from  a plague.'  Their 
companion,  a priest  of  their  village,  has  a discussion  with 
the  father  concerning  the  difference  between  astrology  and 
necromancy,  and  there  is  a sugge.stion  that  a nobleman  living 
near  the  village  is  a necromancer,  though  the  priest  disclaims 
belief  in  necromancy,  saying  that  if  i,t  were  fact,  destruction 
would  have  visited  the  world  of  man. 

Father  and  daughters  survive  the  deluge,  and  the  son  also 
is  saved  because  he  is  encased  in  ice,  as  is  the  priest.  The 
reality  of  the'  deluge  is  dissipated  because  the  father  is  said 
to  have  experienced  the ^ca ta strophe  in  a dream  following  his 
discussion  on  necromancy  v/ith  the  priest. 

Whether  it  is  in  the  notes  or  not,  the  story  indicates 
that  da  Vinci  believed  in  the  earth  beinm  round,  since  the  de- 
luge covers  it  like  a ball.  This  is  quite  curious,  as  it  has 
always  been  my  understanding  that  Columbus  believed  the  earth 
was  flat. 

This  is  not  an  important  fantasy,  but  is  interesting  as 
an  early  example  of  an  attempt  at  a fantastic  novel. 


\ 


Davis,  Albert  E,  ( F . R . C . S . Ed . , L.R.C.P.) 


Hypnotism  and  Treatment  by  Suggestion;  Liverpool,  The  Liver- 
pool Booksellers  Co.  Ltd.;  London,  Simpkin,  Marshall,  Hamilton, 
Kent&Co.,Ltd.,  1918;  Indexplus  12 4 p. 

This  is  an  excellent  and  practical  exposition  of  the  subject 
in  the  first  half  of  the  book;  the  last  half  lists  diseases  that 
were  successfully  treated  over  a period  of  twenty-seven  years  by 
the  author.  The  style  is  simple  and  clear  and  the  book  is  ideal 
for  the  layman. 

Like  many  doctors,  Davis  ignores  the  supernormal  phenomena, 
but  his  book  should  have  encouraged  more  physicians  to  learn  how 
to  use  hypnosis  and  suggestion  in  their  practices. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  23,  2000 
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Davis,  Franklin  M. 

The  Naked  and  the  Lost;  New  York,  A Lion  Book  Original 
(August,  1954)  159p. 

21  prisoners  of  war  become  aware  that  there  is  among 
'them  a Red  agent.  Walter  Renn  is  the  protagonist,  and  he 
suspects  even  a lush  red-headed  girl  who  is  in  love  with  him. 

This  novel  has  no  depth  of  either  plot  or  characteri- 
zation, and  although  well-written  is  of  no  importance. 


D^vis,  George  V/esloy 


Sketches  of  Butte  (From  Vigilante  Days  to  Prohibition) ; 
Boston,  The  Cornhill  Company  (1921)  179p, 

These  are  casual,  rather  vague,  essays  and  reminiscences 
of  a traveller,  outlining  the  City  of  Butte,  Montana , It  is 
made  to  appear  a rough*  frontier  mining  town,  with  grafting 
power  cliques  and  business-men  and  a mixed  nationality  popu- 
lation. Some  of  the  material  is  trivial,  hardly  m.ore  than 
anecdotes. 

I v;ould  say  that  this  is  a poor  book,  but  it  does  a:ive 
a surface  outline  of  the  community. 

On  page  77,  the  following  paragraph  appears: 

How  odd  it  would  seem  to  a stranger  to  see  T'^ary  MacLaln 
standing  in  Broadway  with  a basket  of  cold  boiled  potatoes 
on  one  arm,  and  under  the  other  a bottle  of  olives,  while 
watching  ’^Callahan  the  Bum'^  try  to  commit  suicide  by  hanging 
himself  to  an  awning  rope  in  front  of  a jev/elry  store,  and 
yet  this  last,  an  actual  occurrence,  attracted  no  particular 
attention  in  Butte. 

(Mary  MacLane^s  liking  for  cold  boiled  potatoes  is 
expressed  in  her  book  ”1,  Mary  MiacLane'^;  it  is  only  this 
which  leads  me  to  believe  that  Davis  v/as  referring;  to  her.) 


Davis,  (^Tania 


The  Great  Perpendicular  Path;  New  York,  Avon  Books 
(#47217),  (1980,  Davis)  191p. 

Beven  couples  form  an  encounter  group  aiming  to  enhance 
their  perceptions  of  themselves  and  their  lives,  and  go  to 
Mexico  for  a ten-day  outing.  Two  couples  had  already  formed 
a foursome,  wife -swapping ; neither  couple  being  satisfied, 
and  the  older  couple  dominating  because  of  the  husband *s 
wealth.  One  husband  is  impotent;  his  wife  sexually  unsatis- 
fied and  seeking  neurotically.  Two  couples  have  children; 
the  wife  of  one  is  reluctant  to  experiment,  while  her  hus- 
band wishes  to  explore. 

Mo'^tly  financially  well-off,  the^e  people  are  aimless 
and  therefore  amenable  to  the  su^ge^^? tions  of  the  group  leader 
and  his  wife,  who  advocate  tantric  sex  and  do-a s -you -will 
philosophy.  There  is  the  usual  advanced  eastern  philosophy 
which  is  dimly  comprehended  by  the  group  memibers. 

The  sex  encounters  are  explicit;  the  book  is  inconclu- 
sive. Its  only  interest  for  me  is  its  portrayal  of  modern 
a imle'=!sness  in  marriage. 


TheMoneyletter* 


is  the  crux  of  your  financial  destiny. 

The  answer  is  not  working  harder  to  make  more  money  — it’s  having  your 
money  working  harder  to  accumulate  more  capital . 

Let's  face  it.  We  live  in  a capitalist  society.  Money  makes  money  (the 
key  is  having  your  capital  make  the  most  money  possible  commensurate 
with  safety). 

The  question  is:  Are  you  prepared  to  do  what  is  necessary  to  make  your 
investments  work  as  hard  as  they  must  to  get  you  the  capital  you  need? 

I have  a suggestion. 

I suggest  you  subscribe  to  the  Number  1 investment  advisory  in  Canada, 
The  MoneyLetter. 

Why? 

The  best  credential  I can  offer  you  about  The  MoneyLetter  is  that  it  is 
Canada’s  Number  1 investment  advisory. 

Why  is  The  MoneyLetter  Number  1?  For  the  same  reason  you  should 
subscribe  to  it.  Performance . 

Week  after  week,  year  after  year.  The  MoneyLetter  outdraws  the 
competition.  Why  do  more  Canadian  investors  subscribe  to  The 
MoneyLetter  than  any  other  investment  advisory?  The  MoneyLetter  helps 
its  subscribers  make  more  money. 

The  MoneyLetter  is  Number  1 because  thousands  of  people  like  you  who 
subscribe  to  it  know  that  The  MoneyLetter  consistently  helps  them  make 
more  money  with  their  investments. 

You  need  all  the  help  you  can  get.  These  days,  every  investor  does. 

With  stock  markets  behaving  erratically  and  interest  rates  see-sawing, 
doesn’t  it  make  sense  for  you  to  get  Canada’s  Number  1 investment 
advisory  to  see  if  it  can  help  you  do  better  with  your  investments? 

Of  course  it  does! 

The  enclosed  leaflet  bears  full  particulars  on  The  MoneyLetter 
investment  advisory  for  your  perusal.  Who  the  principals  are,  how  they 
operate,  what  The  MoneyLetter  gives  you,  and  all  sorts  of  other  salient 
specifics . 

But  if  you  read  only  one  part  of  the  leaflet  ■ — I urge  you  to  let  it  be 
the  section  bearing  the  testimonials  from  MoneyLetter  subscribers 
praising  its  worth  — some  often  with  intimate  details  of  how  The 
MoneyLetter  has  enabled  them  to  prosper  with  their  investments  — often 
beyond  their  wildest  dreams. 

The  MoneyLetter  is  worth  your  consideration  because  it  has  an 
extraordinary  "track  record"  of  helping  people  like  you  make  more  money 
from  their  money  and  so  accumulate  the  capital  they  need  to  succeed  with 
their  life’s  ambition. 
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Davis,  Gweixi 

The  War  Babies;  Bantam  Books  #N2293  (March,  1967,  5th 
Printing)  { Gov/ard-McCann,  May,  1966)  312p, 

Pour  girls  working  as  guides  in  the  United  Uations  are 
Involved  in  sex  as  follows: 

Luanna  Bowman  falls  in  love  Y/ith  a homosexual,  mainly 
■because  after  crudely  offering  her  sex,  he  withdraws  when  she 
in  turn  makes  advances,  'After  an  unsatisfactory  experience, 
she  loses  interest. 

Birgitta,  who  is  emancipated  and  with  whom  sex  is  merely 
a physical  function  like  hunger,^  falls  in  love  with  a negro 
journalist,  and  compels  him  to  marry  her  because  she  is  a t 
last  sure  'that  she  has  found  her  man. 

Kiiko,  a Japanese  girl  v;ho  is  sexually  a child,  is  raped 
by  an  aviator  whose  guilt  feelings  for  having  bombed  Japan  in 
World  War  II  make  him  wish  to  protect  her;  but  he  is  influenced 
by  fear  for  her  to  act  as  he  feels  Baimbridge,  a foul-mouthed 
soap-opera  writer  intends  to  act,  and  commits  suicide. 

.Ursull,  a beautiful  Argentinian,  who  falls  in  love  with 
the  descendant  of  a Nazi  family,  then  discovers  that  she  is  the 
daughter  of  a rich  ^ew  v/hose  love  she  will  lose  if  she  marries 
^a  Nazi.  Gerd  is  willing  to  go  against  his  family^  s wishes  and 
marry  a Jewess,  but  Ursull  forsakes  him. 

Although  well  written,  this  novel  has  nothing  of  permanent 
value  in  it.  There  is  too  much  surface  sorhis tica tion , and  no 
depth.  The  problems  facing  young  women  today  are  touched  upon, 
but  no  real  sdutlons  are  offered,  excepting  upon  an  individual 
basis. 


1 


Davis,  Julie 


The  Story  of  No;  New  York,  Zebra  Rooks  (#89083-169) 
(Zebra,  March,  1976)  220p. 

An  imitation  of  Candy  by  Terry  Southern,  the  heroine  is 
seeking  experience  of  sex  and  goes  to  France.  Tantalized, 
but  unable  to  find  a man  to  break  her  maidenhead,  she  goes 
to  various  resorts,  finally  finding  her  fiancee  in  a rooming 
house.  He  has  been  bashful,  but  in  France  is  attacked  by 
women  until  he  acquires  an  appetite  for  sex,  so  is  able  to 
satisfy  Noelle, 

This  is  a boring,  contrived  and  ridiculous  novel,  far 
from  the  amusing  experience  promised  by  the  publishers  in  > 
their  blurb.  A waste  of  time. 


/■ 


.. 


Davis,  Robert  H. 


Bob  Davis  AbroadI;  New  York/London,  D.  Appleton  and  Company, 
1929;  (1929,  Publishers)  330p. 

As  in  the  earlier  volume  BOB  DAVIS  AGAIN  IN  MANY  MOODS,  he 
wrote  these  articles  for  the  New  York  Sun.  In  both  volumes,  he 
describes  travel  in  Canada,  but  in  this  book  he  details  at  second 
hand  the  story  of  a malignant  house  which  affected  its  dwellers 
not  only  psychologically,  but  materially. 

I found  these  volumes  interesting  as  bedside  reading;  they 
are  short  incident  accounts,  some  of  historical  importance  since 
local  events  are  often  overlooked  by  historians. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  13,  1999 
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Davis  , Robert  H . 


Bob  Davis  Again  in  Many  Moods;  with  a Preface  by  Fannie 
Hurst;  New  York/London,  D.  Appleton  & Company,  1928;  (1928, 

Publishers  348p. 

Originally  published  in  the  New  York  Sun  mainly  and  a few 
magazines,  these  short  articles  are  well  written  and  devoted 
usually  to  matters  of  then  current  interest. 

There  are  two  items  involving  events  for  which  Davis  could 
think  of  no  rational  explanation,  so  I would  consider  him  open- 
minded  about  the  limitations  of  science  and  the  possibility  of 
phenomena  unexplainable  by  current  knowledge. 

Davis  makes  interesting  anything  he  describes  in  these  very 
popular  articles,  but  like  most  journalese  they  seldom  have  any 
permanent  interest.  As  examples  of  felicitous  writing,  however, 
they  are  worth  study. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  13,  1999 
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Davis , Wade 

The  Serpent  and  the  Rainbow;  Toronto,  Stoddart  Publishing  Co 
Limited,  (1986),  (1985,  author);  Glossary;  Annotated  Bibliography 

Index  297p  . 

Following  several  expeditions  in  South  America,  Davis  was 
sent  to  Haiti  to  investigate  two  reported  instances  of  zombis  and 
find  out  whether  a drug  useful  in  anaethesia  might  be  involved. 

The  useful  index  makes  unnecessary  any  detailed  description 
of  his  several  stays  in  Haiti,  but  he  did  confirm  the  existence 
of  zombis  and  of  drugs  which  caused  the  appearance  of  death.  He 
assisted  in  a grave  robbery  to  obtain  the  decaying  body  of  a 
child,  elements  of  which  were  used  in  preparing  the  drug. 

In  order  to  understand  Haitian  sociology,  he  found  it  was 
necessary  to  study  its  religion.  He  witnessed  vodoun  ceremonies, 
assured  himself  of  the  reality  of  possession  of  the  worshipers  by 
their  gods,  and  of  psychic  phenomena  like  the  placing  of  red  hot 
coals  in  the  mouths  of  the  possessed  without  harm  and  the  changes 
in  character  and  the  complete  loss  of  memory  of  the  possessed  du- 
ring possession. 

I do  not  know  whether  this  book  has  received  the  attention  it 
deserves  from  students  of  parapsychology.  Like  most  scientists, 
Davis  appears  quite  ignorant  of  the  subject;  the  word  "psychic"  is 
mentioned  only  once  in  the  book,  and  that  related  to  psychiatric 
experiments  in  Canada. 

The  bibliography  is  mainly  devoted  to  technical  scientific 
papers  on  poisons  and  plants  and  a few  books  on  the  history  of 
Haiti.  Davis  praises  the  books  of  Zora  Neale  Hurston,  two  of  them 
having  been  read  by  me. 

Like  the  books  of  most  anthropologists  and  biologists,  this 
volume  sheds  light  on  the  phenomena  of  parapsychology  without  the 
author  knowing  it. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  9,  1997 
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Davis,  William  Stearns 

The  Saint  of  the  Dragon’s  Dale:  A Fantastic  Tale;  New 
York,  The  Macmillan  Company,  1903;  (July  & August?  1903;  Fron- 
tispiece Portrait  of  author;  biographical  sketch  at  rear  129p. 

Although  the  subtitle  warns  that  superstitious  beliefs  are 
a part  of  this  story,  it  is  historical  romance  rather  than  the 
kind  of  fiction  termed  fantasy. 

Witch  Martha  is  one  of  the  characters,  but  she  insists  that 
it  is  people’s  belief  in  her  powers  rather  than  their  existence 
that  empowers  her  to  influence  them.  The  Saint  has  quarreled  with 
his  son  and  becomes  a friendly  recluse  grieving  his  loss;  seige 
brings  the  return  of  his  son  and  reconciliation. 

This  is  a slight  tale,  but  seems  to  portray  the  kidnapping 
of  a noble’s  daughter  accurately. 


801  REGENT  222-2723  • 1 070  PORTAGE  772-8696 


(Steamed  Rice  Served  With  All  Meals) 

Soup 

1.  Consomme 80 

2.  Szechuan  Hot  & Sour  Soup 1.95 

3.  Deluxe  Won  Ton  Soup  4.00 

4.  Won  Ton  Soup 2.10 

5.  Meat  & Shrimps  Won  Ton  Soup ( 1 ) 2.65 

6 (4)  8.00 

Rice 

7.  Steamed  Rice 1.00 

8.  Moon  Palace  Special  Fried  Rice 6.00 

9.  Plain  Fried  Rice 3.60 

1 0.  Chicken  or  Mushroom  Fried  Rice 4.50 

11.  Barbecued  Pork  Fried  Rice 4.75 

12.  Fresh  Shrimps  Fried  Rice 5.50 

13.  Beef  Fried  Rice 4.75 

14.  Curry  Beef  Fried  Rice 4.95 

Chow  Mein  (Servea  with  Dry  Noodles) 

15.  Shrimps  Chow  Mein 6.25 

16.  Beef  Chow  Mein 5.65 

17.  Barbecued  Pork  Chow  Mem  5.65 

18.  Chicken  or  Mushroom  Chow  Mem 5.50 

19.  Plain  Chow  Mein 5.00 

Chow  Mein  Chinese  Style 

20.  Cantonese  Chow  Mein  (Shrimps,  Chicken,  Barbecued 

Pork,  Veg.) 7.95 

21.  Shrimps  Chow  Mem 7.50 

22.  Beef  Chow  Mein 7.25 

23.  Chicken  Chow  Mem 7.25 

24.  Barbecued  Pork  Chow  Mem 7.25 

25.  Shanghai  Chow  Noodles  (Shrimps, 

Chicken,  Veg.)..  .7.95 

Mixed  Vegetables 

26.  Plain  Chinese  Mixed  Greens 5.25 

27.  Four  Happiness  (Shrimps, 

Chicken,  Beef,  Pork.  Veg.) 8.20 

28.  Shrimps  with  Peapods 7.50 

29.  Fried  Beef  with  Greens 6.65 

30.  Shrimps  with  Greens  7.00 

31.  Chicken  with  Greens 6.50 

32.  Diced  Shrimps  Almond  & Veg 6.95 

33.  Diced  Chicken  Almond  & Veg 6.75 

34.  Chicken  Ball  with  Veg 6.50 

35.  Beef  with  Broccoli 6.50 

36.  Beef  with  Peapods 7.50 

37.  Kung  Pao  Beef  or  Chicken  (Diced  Veg., 

Peanut,  Sweet  & Hot  Sauce) 7.20 

38.  Chicken  Chengtu  Style  (Chicken, 

Broccoli,  Mushroom,  Hot) 6.95 

39.  Beef  with  Green  Pepper 6.95 

Chop  Suey 

40.  Szechuan  Chop  Suey 5.95 

41.  Shrimps  Chop  Suey 5.50 

42.  Beef  Chop  Suey 5.25 

43.  Chicken  or  Mushroom  Chop  Suey 4.95 

44.  Barbecued  Pork  Chop  Suey 4.95 

45.  Dry  Beef  Chop  Suey 6.00 

46.  Plain  Chop  Suey 3.95 

Sweet  & Sour 

47.  Lee  Chi  Chicken  (Chicken,  Peapods, 

Cabbage,  Carrot,  Lee  Chi,  Spice) 6.95 

48.  Sweet  & Sour  Chicken  Balls 5.75 

49.  Chicken  Balls  with  Pineapple 5.95 


50.  Chicken  Balls  with  Peking  Sweet  & Sour  Sauce. 

51 . Sweet  & Sour  Ribs 

52.  Honey  Garlic  Ribs 

53.  Sweet  & Sour  Koo  Lo  Pork 

54.  Sweets  Sour  Shrimps 

55.  Hot  & Sour  Beef  (Beef,  Green  Pepper, 

Deep  Fried  Rice  Noodle) 

Chicken 

56.  Barbecued  Chicken 

57.  Moon  Palace  Lemon  Chicken 

58.  Chicken  Almond  Soo  Guy 

59.  Honey  Garlic  Chicken  Balls 

60.  Chicken  Balls  with  Fresh  Mushroom 

61.  Chicken  with  Peking  Sauce 

62.  Curry  Chicken 

63.  Chicken  with  Black  Bean  Sauce 

64.  Chicken  Peanut  with  Szechuan  Spice  Sauce 

65.  Chicken  with  Chinese  Mushroom 

Beef  & Pork 

66.  Special  Moon  Beef  (With  Peking 

Sweet  & Sour  Sauce) 

67.  Mongolian  Beef  (Mushroom  Deep 

Fried  Rice  Noodles,  Hot) 

68.  Szechuan  Spice  Beef  (Green  Pepper. 

Sliced  Beef,  Hot) 

69.  Curry  Beef 

70.  Barbecued  Beef  (Hot  Spice) 

71.  Dry  Breaded  Veal 

72.  Beef  with  Mushroom 

73.  Moon  Palace  Dry  Breaded  Pork 

74.  Dry  Breaded  Ribs 

75.  Spare  Ribs  with  Green  Pepper,  Fresh  Tomato  ... 

76.  Garlic  Spare  Ribs 

77.  Spare  Ribs  with  Peking  Hot  Sour  Sauce 

78.  Spare  Ribs  with  Black  Bean  Sauce 

Egg  Foo  Yong 

79.  Plain  Egg  Foo  Yong 

80.  Shrimp  Egg  Foo  Yong 

81.  Beef  Egg  Foo  Yong 

82.  Chicken  Egg  Foo  Yong 

83.  Mushroom  Egg  Foo  Yong 

84.  Barbecued  Pork  Egg  Foo  Yong 

Shrimps  & Fish 

85.  Moon  Palace  Dry  Breaded  Shrimps 

86.  Shrimps  with  Pork  Sauce 

87.  Pan  Fried  Whole  Shrimps 

88.  Szechuan  Pan  Fried  Whole  Shrimps  Hot 

89.  Butterfly  Shrimps  (Bacon, 

Egg  Batter,  Special  Sauce) 

90.  Whole  Shrimps  with  Tomato  Sauce 

91.  Deep  Fried  Shrimps  with  Tomato  Sauce 

92.  Curry  Shrimps 

93.  Whole  Shrimps  Garlic  Black  Bean  Sauce 

Miscellaneous 

94.  Spring  Roll 

95.  Egg  Roll 

96.  Won  Ton  Dry 

97.  Dry  Noodles 

98.  Sweet  & Sour  Sauce 

99.  Garlic  Sauce 

100.  Canned  Drinks 

101.  Mushroom  Sauteed 

102.  Barbecued  Lean  Pork 


SUPER  DEAL 

HAPPY  HOUR 

IN  LOUNGE 


ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 
SMORG  IN  TOWN! 


A dozen  varieties  of 
Cantonese  & Szechuan^ 
foods.  Items  include  ^ 
'^chicken,  beef,  ribs,  ^ 
vegetables,  soup, 
egg  rolls,  etc. 

Monday  to  Friday 
11:30  a.m.  to2;30p.m. 


FAMILY  DINNERS 
(Items  Cannot  Be  Changed) 


Dinner  For  Two  A 

Plain  Fried  Rice,  Chicken  with  Veg.,  Sweet  & Sour  Shrimps 
and  2 Egg  Rolls 17.20 


Dinner  For  Four  B 

Hot  & Sour  Soup  Large,  4 Spring  Rolls,  Plain  Chop  Suey, 

Dry  Breaded  Veal,  Shrimps  with  Veg.,  Chicken  Ball  Peking 
Sauce 36.00 


.1.20 
. .90 
2.90 
.85 


Dinner  For  Six  C 

Special  Fried  Rice,  Deluxe  Won  Ton  Soup  Large,  Dry 

Breaded  Shrimps,  Sweet  & Sour  Ribs,  Lemon  Chicken 

Moon  Beef  and  6 Spring  Rolls 48.00 


1.00 

1.00 

3.00 

4.70 


Combination  D 

Sweet  & Sour  Ribs,  Fried  Rice,  Chicken  Chow  Mein  and 

Dry  Shrimps 7.00 


riSOFFn 

5 Any  $27.00  food  order  (before  taxes).  Dine  " 
I in,  take  out  or  delivery  with  coupon.  Expires 

I May  16/93,  not  valid  with  other  offers. 

222-2724  222-2723  772-8696  772-8646 
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Any  $27.00  food  order  (before  taxes).  Dine 
in,  take  out  or  delivery  with  coupon.  Expires 
May  16/93,  not  valid  with  other  offers. 

222-2724  222-2723  772-8696  772-8646 


I 
I 

MOON  I 
PALACE  I 

I 
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With  food  order  of  $25.00  (before  taxes). 
Dine  in,  take  out  or  delivery  with  coupon. 
Expires  May  16/93,  not  valid  with  other 
offers.  Maximum  value  of  entree  is  $6.50. 

222-2724  222-2723  772-8696  772-8646 
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Coupon  valid  at  Portage  and  Regent  locations  only 


Coupon  valid  at  Portage  and  Regent  locations  only 

B FREE  DELIVERY  ON  ALL  ORDERS  OVER  $ 1 8 \M 


10%  off  on  pick-up  orders  over  $18.  5%  off  on  charge  cards  pick-up  orders  over  $18. 
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Davison,  G, 

The  Mysterious  Mr.  Brent;  London,  Herbert  «Tenkins  Limi- 
ted  (1935)  313p. 

This  is  probably  the  worst  mystery  novel  I have  ever 
read,  and  certainly  the  worst  dual  personality  story.  The 
latter  theme  places  the  story  as  borderline  fantasy,  at  least 
as  abnormal  psychology,  and  as  so  many  such  stories  are  fan- 
tasy, I shall  keep  the  book  in  that  part  of  my  collection,  -It 
is  not  listed  by  Bleiler,  however. 

The  son  of  a nobleman,  in  his  alter  ego,. becomes  a burg- 
lar and  master  criminal  who  sets  the  police  and  newspapers  at 
a loss-  because  of  the  disappearance  of  papers  referring  to  a 
world  treaty  or  invention  stolen  from  the  safe  of  his  father. 
The  plot  is  obviously  disclosed  early  in  the  book,  and  the 
author  does  not  even  trouble  to  know  definitely  what  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  pape  rs  is,  , 

The  characters  are  types but; not  even  well  typed;  the 
plot  and  incidents  are  ridiculous,  and  if  the  au thorns  former 
books  are  no  better  than  this,  I wonder  how  he  could  find 
readers  to  thank  in  his  dedication. 

This  book  is  valuable  only  as  an  example  of  how  bad  one 
can  be  and  still  find  a publisher. 


Dawson , A . J . 


The  Message;  Four  illustrations  in  colour  by  H.  M.  Brock; 
London,  E.  Grant  Richards,  1907  386p. 

This  novel  forecasting  the  invasion  of  England  by  Germans  is 
well  written  and  seriously  intended  to  wran  people  to  be  prepared. 
The  first  half  of  the  book  describes  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
newspaper  reporter  the  situation  as  it  existed,  with  cutbacks  to 
the  military  and  the  indulgence  of  the  rich  and  oppression  of  the 
workers.  Acceptance  of  foreign  imports  rather  than  supporting 
internal  production,  and  compaisance  concerning  the  friendship  of 
Germany  left  England  defenceless. 

The  second  part  conveys  through  two  clergymen  from  Canada  the 
necessity  for  all  citzens  to  buckle  down  to  Duty  and  overthrow  the 
invaders.  This  is  unrealistically  wishful  thinking,  such  as  the 
conquerors  ignoring  and  allowing  rifle  practice  by  the  English, 
and  the  portrayal  of  everyone  accepting  the  message  and  acting  as 
model  citizens. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  the  reporter,  the  romance  of  his 
finding  an  ideal  mate  after  attraction  to  two  other  beauties  is  a 
hackneyed  device  to  popularize  the  novel.  It  should  really  have 
been  written  as  an  essay. 

Note:  The  American  edition  reproduces  the  plates  but  these 

are  mounted  in  the  English  edition  only.  Boston,  Dana  Estes  & 
Company,  1907  394p. 
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Dawson,  Goningsby 


The  Auetioning  of  Mary  Angel;  Lohdon.  Toronto,  Melbourne 
and  Sydney,  Cassell  and  Company,  Limited  (l93l)  281p.  ' 

Erroneously  shown  as  fantasy  in  Day^s  Supplementary 
Checklist,  this  is  a light  romantic  novel  about  the  marriage 
of  a girl  and  boy  of  wealthy  parents  who  are  throim  on  their 
ovm  resources  after  the  ceremony. 

Told  in  humorous  vein,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
this  book  was  written  by  the  author  of  ”The  Hoad  to  Avalon 
and  ^’Murder  Point’M  Certainly-  it  encourages  the  investigation 
of  others  of  his  books  to  determine  the  range  of  his  talent 
and  interests. 


'I 


s. 


Dawson,  Coningsby 


Carry  On:  Letters  in  War  Time;  Introduction  and  notes  by  his 
father  W.  J.  Dawson;  Portrait;  New  York,  Grosset  & Dunlap  (1917, 
John  Lane  Company)  133p. 

Years  ago  I read  Living  Bayonets:  A Record  of  the  Last  Push 
published  in  1919  and  being  the  letters  subsequent  to  these  until 
the  war ’ s end . 

This  earlier  volume  records  the  dreadful  conditions  of  trench 
warfare  and  the  brave  spirit  of  the  combatants.  Without  personal 
enmity,  each  side  fought  for  its  respective  ideals. 

Dawson’s  family  traveled  to  London  to  be  with  him  for  only  a 
nine  days’  leave  and  his  two  younger  brothers  in  Naval  service 
were  also  there  for  part  of  the  time.  Dawson,  a Lieutenant  in  the 
Canadian  Field  Artillery,  reflects  on  holidays  spent  at  the  family 
shack  in  British  Columbia,  but  they  had  moved  from  England  to  New 
Jersey,  Massachusetts  and  other  United  States  homes  and  stayed  for 
years . 

Letters  and  parcels  we  :e  eagerly  awaited  and  much  appreci  ited 
showing  the  warm  family  feeling. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  3,  1999 
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Dawson,  Coningsby 

The  Garden  Without  Walls;  Toronto,  McClelland  and  Ck)od- 
child  Limited  (September,  1913,  Author)  491p. 

Dante  Cardover  is  the  son  of  a repressed  emotionalist 
and  is  unable  to  overcome  the  generation  gap  excepting  with 
his  great-uncle  Obadiah  Spreckles,  a ^spuffler'*  dependent  on 
his  wife  who  keeps  a Christian  boarding-house.  Memories  of 
his  mother,  who  died  when  he  was  a child,  are  vitalized  by 
the  scent  of  violets  at  crucial  moments  of  his  life,  and 
these  constitute  the  only  fantasy  elements  in  the  book.  His 
father  re -marries,  taking  into  his  home  the  Snow  Lady,  widow 
of  General  Favart  who  lived  next  door,  and  her  daughter  Ruth-' 
ita  who  comes  to  love  Dante  passionately,  but  whom  he  loves 
only  as  a sister. 

Together,  Dante  and  Ruthita  as  children  run  away  to  be 
"married’’  and  are  found  by  gypsies,  one  of  whom,  Lilith,  has 
had  a child  by  Dante’s  cousin  Lord  Halloway,  which  dies.  Hal- 
loway is  a handsome,  athletic  profligate,  who  is  known  to  have 
provided  for  an  idiot  son  by  another  woman  he  has  ruined,  and 
to  have  had  many  other  affairs,  and  Dante  resents  and  dislikes 
him,  and  wonders  how  the  man  can  live  so  without  showing  signs 
of  physical  degeneracy.  Though  he  makes  his  feelings  clear  to 
Halloway,  his  cousin  accepts  the  criticism  in  good  grace,  and 
makes  known  to  Dante  that  he  has  fallen  in  love  with  Ruthita 
and  wishes  to  marry  her.  Ruthita  has  witnessed  a scene  invol- 
ving the  mother  of  the  idiot  boy,  and  although  Halloway ’s  way 
with  women  charms  her,  she  fears  and  dreads  him. 

Halloway  finally  forfeits  his  chance  of  inheriting  from 
Sir  Charles  Evrard,  and  Dante  is 'favored  and  becomes  Sir  Dante. 
While  visiting  his  grandmother,  Dante  falls  in  love  with  Vi  and 
her  daughter  Dorrie  whom  he  mistakes  for  her  sister,  learning 
the  true  relationship  only  after  Vi  has  avoided  him  until  he 
"saves  her  from  drowning,  when  she  confesses  that  she  has  a hus- 
band much  older  than  herself  who  is  devoted  to  her  but  whom  she 
does  not  love  as  she  has  come  to  love  Dante.  Earlier,  Dante 
had  been  dazzled  by  Fiesole,  an  actress  and  dancer  who  tantal- 
ized Dante  by  kissing  his  schoolboy  friend  the  Bantam,  and  whom 
Dante  cannot  forgive  in  spite  of  her  attraction  for  him,  and 
from  whom  he  holds  himself  apart.  Chance  meeting,  years  later, 
results  in  their  going  to  Italy  together;  Fiesole  offers  herself 
to  Dante,  but  he  refuses  her  to  remain  faithful  to  Vi;  she  runs 
off,  so  Dante  goes  to  America  intending  only  to  see  Vi  without 
le  ttijttg  her  know  of  his  visit:  they  meet  by  chance,  Dante  falls 
ill  and  is  nursed  back  to  health  in  Vi’s  home,  and  Vi’s  husband 
learns  of  their  love  and  offers  to  sacrifice  himself  for  them. 

Sir  Charles  dies,  and  Dante  is  called  back  to  England,  Vi  stay- 
ing with  her  husband  for  the  sake  of  Dorrie. 

For  five  years  Dante  devotes  himself  to  studying  and  writing 
a biography,  then  is  attracted  to  Fiesole  in  Paris  where  she  is 
acting  the  part  of  Lucrezia  Borgia  in  a play  which  dramatizes  her 
spurning  a man’s  love  in  the  manner  in  which  Dante  had  spurned 
hers.  Witnessing  the  play,  Dante’s  passion  is  awakened  and  he 
forswears  his  previous  virginal  attitude  and  determines  to  make 
Fiesole  his  wife.  She  gives  him  one  night  of  love,  then  leaves 
him  a note  to  say  that  she  has  avenged  herself  and  he  will  always 
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Dawson,  Coningsby  The  Garden  Without  Walls 

thereafter  realize  to  the  full  what  he  lost  when  he  refused 
her  years  before. 

Hearing  that  Dante  had  gone  to  Vi  in  America,  Ruthita 
gives  in  to  the  persuasion  of  her  mother  and  Dante’s  father, 
and  marries  Halloway  who. truly  loves  her,  but  refuses  to  let 
her  associate  with  Dante  when  he  learns  what  Dante  has  done. 

Ruth  escapes  Halloway ’s  observation  and  confesses  to  Dante 
her  love  for  him,  and  Dante  realizes  that  his  hopeless  love 
for  Vi  has  lost  him  the  love  of  both  Viesole  and  Ruthita. 

This  is  before  his  final  parting  from  Fiesole,  and  he  comes 
to  despise  his  former  virginity  and  to  feel  that  he  has  lost 
everything  by  refusing  to  accept  life  on  natural  terms  in 
favor  of  adhering  to  a moral  ideal. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  Dante,  this  story  makes  him 
out  to  be  a decent,  conscientious,  Sir  Galahad,  sternly  re- 
pressing his  sexual  desires  but  not  without  revealing  them  to 
all  liiree  of  the  women  in  his  life,  all  three  of  whom  he  could 
have  persuaded  to  marry  him  if  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  take 
their  offered  love.  He  has  been  disgusted  with  the  actions  of 
Halloway  and  Ransby,  a confidence  man  who  ruined  his  uncle, 
his  father,  and  a shop-girl,  and  as  a child  had  been  unable  to 
understand  why  love-making  between  children  was  frowned  upon 
though  he  witnessed  it  between  adults.  His  ultimate  defeat  at 
the  hands  of  Fiesole  leaves  him  aware  that  his  refusal  to  ac- 
cept life  on  its  own  terms  has  left  him  with  only  his  books 
and  his  studies,  a barren,  second-hand  life. 

In  many  ways  this  book  is  too  long,  but  it  is  well-told 
and  poses  an  Important  question.  I do  not  know  what  the 
Freudian  psychologists  would  make  of  the  plot,  but  in  some 
ways  the  author  implies  that  Dante  has  been  responsible  for 
the  ultimate  fate  of  Ruthita  and  Vi  living  out  their  lives 
with  husbands  whom  they  do  not  love,  and  Fiesole  taking  to  a 
riotous  stage-life  instead  of  living  as  his  Lady.  His  one 
sexual  encounter  with  Fiesole  seems  relatively  moral;  at  least 
it  avoids  the  almost  incestuous  possibility  with  Ruthita  and 
the  adulterous  one  with  Vi.  A marked  man  because  of  his  fail- 
ure to  subscribe  to  the  double -standard  of  his  day,  Dante’s 
repressions  are  almost  absurdly  countered  by  the  freely  offered 
love  of  three  women  who  flout  the  conventions. 

The  question  remains:  is  a moral  refusal  to  accept  illicit 
sexual  relationships  in  spite  of  physical  desire,  an  unnatural 
refusal  of  life  itself?  The  consequences  of  sexual  freedom  for 
both  men  and  women  are  clearly  shown  in  the  story:  grief  for 
women » clouded  lives  for  men;  but  are  these  consequences  implicit 
in  the  activities  themselves,  or  in  social  morality?  One  cannot 
help  feeling  that  possibly  the  only  happy  solution  for  the  tharee 
women  in  Dante’s  life  would  have  been  for  him  to  have  married 

of*  them  - an  ironic  thought  in  view  of  his  almost  uninterrup- 
ted celibacy. 


Dawson,  Goningsby  William 


The  House  of  the  Weeping  V/oman;  Toronto,  The  Westminster 
Company  Limited;  London,  Hodder  and  Stoup-hton  (Gopyrip-ht, 

1908  (New  York))  259p. 

Probably  the  author’s  first  novel,  this  is  also  possibly 
autobiographical  inasmuch  as  he  first  published  a book  of 
poems  '’The  Worker  and  Other  Poems’’  and  this  is  the  story  of  a 
young  poet,  his  friends,  his  family,  and  his  first  book. 

Gabriel  Garrod,  whose  father  became  a millionaire  art 
dealer,  did  not  like  the  business  and  determixPed  to  become  a 
poet.  His  father  gave  him  a cheque  for  fifty  pounds  and  his 
best  wishes.  He  stayed  with  a friend  who  was  also  the  friend 
of  London’s  homeless  outcasts,  particularly  fallen  women.  He 
met  a book-dealer  who  introduced  him  to  ’’The  Dreamers  of 
Dreams”  an  exclusive  club  whose  members,  regardless  of  social 
standing,  met  to  discuss  their  ideas.  Here  he  met  a poet  who 
had  ’’gone  to  the  dogs”,  but  who  recognized  in  Gabriel  his 
younger  self  with  all  his  promise,  and  who  recomnended  that 
Gabriel  should  leave  London  and  met  into  rural  sur -soundings  to 
write  his  first  book  of  poems.  This  is  arranged  when  Gaxbriel’s 
’’almost  betrothed”  finances  a cottage  for  him  for  six  months. 

At  the  cottage,  he  meets  a girl  who  has  been  brought  up  ■ 
by  her  mother  alone  and  who  has  never  met  other  people  than  a 
religious  fanbtic  who  acts  as  her  protector.  The  mother  dies; 
the  girl  innocently  falls  in  love  with  Gabriel  who  likes  her 
as  if  she  were  a sister;  but  becoming  aware  of  her  beeper 
feelings  asks  her  to  marry  him.  3he  , realizing  that  she  can 
never  become  a suitable  wife  for  him,  commits  suicide;  but 
this  brings  Gabriel  to  an  awareness  of  Christ  and  he  determ.ines 
to  ^oin  his  social  worker  friend  John  Lancaster.  His  ’’almost 
betrothed”  has  previously  ^loined  in  the  work;  they  continue  in 
the  work;  but  Gabriel  renounces  gladly  his  dream  of  being  a 
great  poet,  feeling  that  he  must  work  with  people  rather  than 
with  words. 

The  rural  maiden,  Mary,  is  actually  the  daughter  of  the 
religious  fan^d;ic,  who  never  discloses  his  identity  because 
she  was  born  out  of  wedlock.  3he  has  had,  from,  childhood,  a 
phantom  playfellow  whom  she  calls  the  ’’Green  Boy”,  and  who  is 
very  like  Gabriel.  The  fanatic  later  explains  that  this  phan- 
tom^ is  a harbinger  of  grief  and  trouble;  after  Gabriel  has 
twice  seen  him,  Mary  is  found  a suicide.  This  is  the  only 
fantasy  element  in  the  book  except  a tale  told  in  Chapter  JX 
”A  Penitent  Apostle”  where  the  fanfi£fcic  was  on  the  Canadian 
prairie  and  was  visited  by  the  Death  Horse,  and  being  saved 
from  death,  became  religious.  These  are  both  told  in  such  a 
way  that  the  author  appears  convinced  of  the  reality  of  such 
psychic  phenomena.  This  brings  the  book  into  the  fantasy 
field, ^ but  it  is,  in  many  ways,  also  a similar  book  to  Machen’s 
’’The  Hill  of  Dreams”;  the  evolution  of  thought  of  the  poet 
from  dreams  to  reality  is  detailed  carefully. 
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Dawson,  Conlngsby  , 

The  Little  House;  Illustrated  by  Stella  Langdale;  Tor- 
onto, McClelland  & Stewart,  Ltd./New  "^ork,  John  Lane  Company 
1920  (1920,  International  I^gazihe  Company/ John  Lane  Company 
8 nlates,  decorated  endpapers,  12Cp. 

Dawson  started  this  story  ate  if  it  were  told  by  a house 
in  London  where  a widow  with  too  children  take  shelter  from 
an  air  raid,  and  an  American  officer,  seeing  the  door  open 
and  the  ”To  Le  t’^  sign,  enters  and  finds  them,  CHiile  he  is 
seeking  a cab,  these  being  scarce  during  a raid,  they  leave. 
By  chance,  when  looking  for  a home,  the  widow,  later  rents 
the  house;  the  soldier,  having  lost  an  arm,  returns  Just  be- 
fore the  armistice  for  hospitalization,  remembers  the  widow 
and  finds  her  in  the  house,  becomes  a companion  to  her  and 
the  children,  and  finding  her  lonely  instead  of  popular,  'woos 
and  wins  her  by  complying  with  her  son’s  wish  for  a father  at 
Christmas  time. 

The  house  as  narrator  is  inconsistent  and  ’’cutesy";  the 
story  is  contrived  and  sentimental  rather  than  realistic;  I 
consider  it  to  be  a "pot-boiler"  rather  than  a sustained  ef- 
fort.at  creative,  work,  and  like  it  least  of  the  author’s 
books  which  T have  read* 
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Dawson,  Coningsby 


Living  Bayonets:  A Record  of  the  Last  Push;  New  York,  John 
Lane  Company;  London,  John  Lane  The  Bodley  Head,  1919  (Publishers) 

221p. 

Consisting  of  letters  to  his  family  with  reference  to  his  ex- 
periences in  the  French  trenches  as  part  of  the  First  Canadian  Ex- 
peditionary force,  Lieut.  Dawson  follows  his  earlier  book  Carry  On . 

Despite  being  twice  wounded,  his  belief  in  the  rightness  of 
the  allied  cause  made  him  eager  always  to  return  to  the  front  and 
its  perils.  At  first  he  did  not  blame  the  German  soldiers,  but  at 
the  close  of  the  book  he  turned  vindictive  and  felt  that  no  punish- 
ment was  too  strong  for  the  atrocities  they  committed. 

His  philosophical  comments  and  his  loving  family  attitude  are 
commendable  and  make  this  book  a valuable  first-hand  account  of  the 
First  World  War. 
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Dawson,  Coningsby  William 

Murder  Point*  A Tale  of  Keewatin;  Hodder  & Stoughton; 

New  York,  George  H.  Doran  Company  {1910)  349  p. 

This  is  a most  remarkable  book,  a murder  mystery  which 
is  both  a.  weird  tale  and  an  allegory. 

John  Granger,  an  Independent  trader  in  competition  with 
the  HBG  factor,  is  agent  for  a Winnipeg  firm  at  a point  so 
isolated  that  they  have  tro^ible  hiring  a man.  He  has  fled 
from  the  Klondike  where  he  had  been  saved  from,  murdering  one 
partner  by  the  intervention  of  the  other;  the  latter  a woman 
in  disguise  as  a man  who  is  later  murdered  by  the  remaining 
partner  who  does  not  know  that  she  is  a woman.  Granger  is 
told  of  this  by  a Mountie  trailing  the  murderer,  and  who  has 
been  brought  up  with  the  girl,  loved  her  though  she  was  his 
foster-sister,  and  left  home  when  he  realized  that  his  father 
was  pressuring  the  girl  to  marry  him.  The  girl  also  ran  away 
and  thus  became  the  gold-seekers^  partner. 

Granger  in  London  days  had  been  friendly  with  Gpurling, 
who  once  saved  his  life.  The  murderer  Spurlins:  seeks  Granger's 
help  to  escape  the  Tiountie  Strangeways;  Granger  repays  his  debt 
by  assisting  his  escape,  and  in  lying  about  this  lose,s  the 
Mountie  ^s  confidence,  the  I'lountie  drowning  because  of  thin  ice 
he  had  not  believed  existed  in  spite  of  Granger's  warning. 
Granger  tries  vainly  to  rescue  him. 

Realizing  that  he  may  be  accused  of  the  "lountie^s  death, 
Granger  finds  himself  as  hunted  by  the  law  as  Spurling.  He  is 
nearly  driven  mad  by  solitude  ^’nd  determines  to  marry  a half- 
breed  girl  Peggy,  daughter  of  a white  man  nicknamed  '^The  Man 
with  the  Dead  3oul'^  Beorn  Ericsen,  a T^ormon  who  killed  many 
men  because  of  the  Comstock  lode  and  who  has  kept  secret  a 
discovery  of  gold  on  the  Forbidden  River,  a region  of  ^’manitous 
and  shades  of  the  departed'’.  Granger  discovers  that  Beorn  is 
a ’’loup-garou'’  or  werewolf;  Spurling  and  Granger  who  steal  the 
gold  from  Beorn’ s hut  and  mine,  see  the  ’’shades  of  the  departed” 
their  gold-hunger  leads  to  their  dovmfall;  and  Peggy ,• s trlving 
to  prevent  Spurling  from  luring  Granger  away,  kills  Spurling 
believing  that  Spurling  intended  to  kill  Grander.  Granger,  in 
Oder  to  save  Peggy  and  their  baby  son,  accepts  the  blame  for 
killing  both  Spurling  and  Strangeways,  and  is  taken  away  to  be 
hanged.  Only  a Jesuit  Pere  Antoine  knows  of  his  innocence,  and 
acquiesces  in  his  sacrifice. 

Granger’s  grandfather  and  his  father  have  both  lost  all 
their  substance  in  seeking  El  Dorado  of  T!anoa  ; Granger  had  made 
a childish  promise  to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  and  had  tried 
gold-seeking  to  finance  the  search.  In  chasing  this  will-o’- 
the-wisp,  he  had  forsaken  his  duty  to  his  mother,  to  Peggy, 
and  to  himself  as  an  honorable  man;  and  only  his  ultimate 
sacrifice  of  himself  enables  him  to  ^iustify  his  existence. 

This  book  has  many  faults  and  weaknesses,  but  is  still  a 
ma,ior  v^ork  in  Canadian  fantasy  fiction. 
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Dawson,  Coningsby 


The  UnJmown  Country;  Illustrations  by  W.  C.  Riee;  New 
York,  Hearst’s  International  Library  Co,  (1915)  6Spo 

This  novelette,  little  more  than  a short  story,  tells 
in  the  first  person  of  a mining  engineer  v/ho  for  ten  years 
is  acoompajiied  on  his  travels  by  his  younger  sister.  They 
meet  in  Canada  a friend  from  their  home  .town  of  Ransby,  and 
in  talking  with  him  recall  their  families  and  friends  and 
the  seenery  with  such  nostalgia  that  they  make  up  their 
minds  to  return. 

They  save  130,000  on  which  to  retire,  but  on  the  eve  of 
leaving  the  Marquesas  for  San  Francisco,  Doris  dies.  Jev/ett 
inters  her  in  a coral  cave,  and  decides  to  stay  nearby  in 
the  belief  that  her  spirit  will  likely  dv/ell  near  her  body. 
One  day  on  visiting  her  tomb  he  finds  entry;  on  the  other 
side  he  finds  living  the  flowers  he  had  brought  to  her  grfive, 
and  Doris  herself:  together  they  visit  Ransby,  seeing  there 
their  dear  dead,  and  even  Ralph  Jex  who  is  visiting  his  dead 
mother.  The  old  people  retain  their  dignity,  but  have  lost 
their  Infirmd ties ; Jewett  and  Loris  see  their  parents,  who 
express  no  surprise  at  their  presence  and  seem  to  weloorie 
them. 


Doris  tells  Jewett  that  he  will  often  visit  the  TTnknown 
Country,  and  when  he  asks  how,  she  says: 

^'V/hen  men’s  bodies  go  to  sleep,"  she  answered,  "their 
souls  cross  the  border  to  the  Unknown  Country,  and  recover 
all  they  have  lost,  and  gain  all  tl:iey  have  hoped  for  that  is 
best.  ’* 

Saying  farewell,  Jewett  promises  to  return  "Next  Sight." 

This  is  a rather  simnlifled  and  comforting  book  printed 
in  the  second  year  of  the  first  "fovld,  'Var,  and  is  an  example 
of  many  stories  published  around  that  time.  It  is  of  little 
importance  in  a fantasy  collection,  but  of  more  interest  in 
connection  with  other  visions  of  the  after-life. 


v. 


Dawson , W . J . 


A Soldier  of  the  Future;  New  York 
Company  (1908,  publishers) 


etc.,  Fleming  H.  Revell 
360p  . 


Although  this  is  a contemporary  novel,  the  experiences  are 
revealed  to  have  been  a dream  concerning  the  appearances  of  Jesus 
to  several  characters  and  a Canadian  settlement  of  Doukhobors  in 
Canora,  the  conversion  of  the  protagonist  clergyman  from  worldly 
view  of  the  modern  church  to  acceptance  of  the  literal  miracles 
of  the  Bible  and  service  to  the  poor  rather  than  to  the  rich  sup- 
porters of  his  congregation. 

In  my  notes  concerning  his  autobiography,  I omitted  to  say 
that  Dawson  experienced  psychic  events  and  accepted  the  reality 
of  the  phenomena  although  he  did  not  become  a Spiritualist.  His 
view  on  both  literature  and  psychics  is  so  similar  to  mine  that  we 
are  alike  philosophically. 

Dawson  is  pretty  severe  in  his  criticism  of  the  churches  which 
teacth  beliefs  they  do  not  truly  accept. 

His  sympathy  with  the  poor  is  conveyed  dramatically. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  3,  1999 
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Dawson,  Coningsby 


The  Unknown  Country;  Illustrations  by  W,  C.  Rice;  New 
York,  Hearst^s  International  Library  Co,  (1915)  62po 

This  novelette,  little  more  than  a short  story,  tells 
in  the  first  person  of  a mining  engineer  who  for  ten  37ears 
is  accompanied  on  his  travels  by  his  younger  sister.  They 
meet  in  Canada  a friend  from  their  hone  town  of  Ransby,  and 
in  talking  with  him  recall  their  families  and  friends  and 
the  scenery  with  such  nostalgia  that  they  make  up  their 
minds  to  return. 

They  save  ^50,000  on  which  to  retire,  but  on  the  eve  of 
leaving  the  Marquesas  for  San  Nrancisco,  Doris  dies,  lewett 
inters  her  in  a coral  cave,  and  decides  to  stay  nearby  in 
the  belief  that  her  spirit  will  likely  dv/ell  near  her  body. 
One  day  on  visiting  her  tomb  he  finds  entry;  on  the  other 
side  he  finds  living  the  flowers  he  had  brought  to  her  grave, 
and  Doris  herself:  together  they  visit  Ransby,  seeing  there 
their  dear  dead,  and  even  Ralph  lex  who  is  visiting  his  dead 
mother.  The  old  people  retain  their  dignity,  but  have  lost 
their  infirmities;  lewett  and  Doris  see  their  parents,  who 
express  no  surprise  at  their  presence  and.  seem  to  welcome 
them. 

Doris  tells  Jewett  that  he  will  often  visit  the  Unknown 
Country,  and  when  he  asks  how,  she  says: 

’^V/hen  men^s  bodies  go  to  sleep, she  answered,  '’their 
souls  cross  the  border  to  the  Unknown  Country,  and  recover 
all  they  have  lost,  and  gain  all  they  have  hoped  for  that  is 
best.” 

Saying  farewell,  Jewett  promises  to  return  "Next  Might.” 

This  is  a rather  simplified  and  c mforting  book  printed 
in  the  second  year  of  the  first  Yorld  Rar,  and  is  an  exannle 
of  many  stories  published  around  that  timo . It  is  of  little 
importance  in  a fantasy  collection,  but  of  more  interest  in 
connection  with  other  visions  of  the  after-life. 
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Dawson,  Coningsby 


The  Unknown  soldier;  Garden  City,  New  york.  Doubleday,  Doran 
& Company,  Inc.,  1929;  (1929,  Dawson)  60p. 

A lieutenant  tells  in  the  first  person  the  story  of  Jake  Cohen 
a pacifist  private,  obeidiend,  cooperative,  whose  teachings  were  an 
embarrassment  in  wartime,  so  he  had  to  be  moved  from  non-combatant 
to  combatant  tasks  to  avoid  favoritism  bias. 

A courtesan  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  though  he  did  not  know 
her,  and  this  invited  the  enmity  of  another  soldier  who  fabricated 
evidence  of  spying  which  ended  in  Cohen  being  shot  as  a traitor; 
the  soldier  later  dying  cinfessed  to  his  crime  and  admitted  that  he 
himself  was  a spy. 

The  narrator  later  suspected  that  the  Jake  Cohen  he  knew  was 
selected  as  the  Unknown  Soldier,  especially  when  the  courtesan  laid 
flowers  on  his  grave.  And  his  initials  were  J.  C. 

This  parable  is  very  well  written. 
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Dawson,  W.  J. 


The  Autobiography  of  a Mind;  Portrait;  New  York  & London, 

The  Century  Company  (1925,  publishers)  341p. 

The  son  of  a Methodist  clergyman,  itinerant  and  poorly  paid, 
Dawson  also  became  a clergyman  in  different  Christian  churches;  AS 
a boy  he  read  and  wrote  continuously,  submitting  nothing  for  pub- 
lication until  years  after  he  started  writing. 

His  own  modest  style  of  living  and  his  witnessing  the  hard- 
ships of  the  poor  led  him  to  socialism,  but  his  love  of  litera- 
ture made  him  work  hard  enough  to  attain  financial  success  in 
spite  of  losing  much  in  illadvised  investments. 

His  encounters  with  publishers  were  worse  than  mine  and  he 
was  poorly  paid,  sometimes  nothing  until  his  name  was  recognised. 

This  book  was  written  when  he  was  seventy  years  of  age  and  I 
am  impressed  with  his  accomplishments  and  his  philosophy.  Love  of 
literature  and  for  humanity  and  his  family  carried  him  through  a 
great  many  crises.  In  addition  to  his  clergyman’s  work  he  wrote 
some  thirty  to  forty  books. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  3 , 1999 
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Dawson,  W.  J. 


Makers  of  English  Fiction;  New  York,  etc.,  Fleming  H.  ReveJi 
Company;  (1905,  publishers)  316p. 

My  uncle  by  marriage  to  one  of  my  father’s  sisters,  Clark  R. 
Hopper,  presented  this  book  to  me  when  he  and  my  aunt  Eunice  moved 
from  their  suite  into  a nursing  home.  I was  much  surprised  when 
it  proved  necessay  to  cut  some  pages  in  order  to  read  this  book, 
as  he  was  Professor  of  English  at  University  of  Manitoba,  and  I am 
so  impressed  with  the  competence  and  love  of  literature  demonstra- 
ted by  the  author  that  I cannot  understand  why  he  never  finished 
reading  it. 

Concentrating  almost  exclusively  on  classical  writers,  Dawson 
concludes  with  chapters  on  religion  in  fiction  and  American  Novel- 
ists. His  style  of  narration  is  excellent;  his  love  of  books  is 
equal  to  mine,  but  his  taste  is  classical  while  mine  is  popular. 

I am  so  in  tune  with  him  that  I decided  to  read  his  autobiog- 
raphy The  Autobiography  of  a Mind  and  his  novel  A Soldier  of  the 
Future . Notes  on  these  have  been  prepared  separately. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  3,  1999 
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Day,  Chon 


Brother  Sebastian;  New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Tnc.  (#1224' 
(December,  1958) 

Chon  is  short  for  Ghauncey.  These  are  cartoons  which 
appeared  originally  in  LOOK  magazine,  and  are  nothing  special 
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De  Balzac,  Honore 


Pere  Goriot  and  Eugenie  Grandet;  New  York,  The  Modern  Library 


(1946,  1950,  Random  House  496p. 

Contents 

1.  Introduction  E.  K.  Brown  vii 

2.  Pere  Goriot  1 

3.  Eugenie  Grandet  291 


I read  only  the  introduction  and  Pere  Goriot  from  this  volume 
because  there  were  several  blank  pages  in  the  second  novel  due  to 
faulty  printing,  and  I may  have  another  copy  of  the  book. 

Pere  Goriot  was  an  industrialist  whose  great  fortune  was  used 
as  dowries  and  gifts  to  his  two  daughters  who  married  despicable 
noblemen  who  were  ashamed  of  their  father-in-law  and  would  not  ad- 
mit him  to  their  social  gatherings  because  of  his  poverty. 

An  ambitious  young  man  living  in  Goriot’s  boardinghouse  falls 
in  love  with  the  younger  daughter  and  Goriot  promotes  his  affair 
from  wishing  for  his  daughter’s  happiness.  An  escaped  convict  who 
is  also  a boarder  arranges  the  possibility  of  marrying  the  young 
man  to  an  heiress  whose  brother  is  killed  in  a duel  to  advance  her 
receiving  the  money.  The  convict  is  arrested;  the  young  man  renoun- 
ces the  heiress  in  favor  of  Goriot’s  daughter;  Goriot  dies  destitute 
in  the  absence  of  his  daughters  who  are  too  busy  with  their  husbands 
on  money  matters  to  heed  his  pleas  for  their  presence  at  his  death 
bed. 


Goriot  has  consistently  felt  that  his  only  reason  for  existing 
is  to  advance  his  daughters’  happiness 
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Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
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1962-1987 
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FUlStCllFltttlst 


De  Beaumont,  L.  B.  (D.Sc.) 


Emanuel  Swedenborg;  London  and  Edinburgh,  T.  C.  & E.  C.  Jack 
T.  Nelson  & Sons  Ltd,  1919;  Frontispiece;  Bibliography;  Index  124 

Although  I read  this  book  carefully,  I did  not  give  it  the 
study  it  deserves.  I am  impressed  with  the  author’s  qualification 
and  recommendation  of  Swedenborg’s  teachings.  His  quote  of  Sir 
William  Barrett  on  page  75  confirms  the  early  scientific  recogni- 
tion of  psychokinesis. 

Swedenborg’s  writings  deserve  the  careful  study  which  I am 
too  old  to  provide,  so  the  more  serious  study  must  be  done  by 
younger  people. 

I am  in  full  agreement  with  Swedenborg  that  the  universe  is 
ruled  by  love,  and  that  the  example  of  Jesus  should  be  followed. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  9,  1997. 
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FdistCitK'naist 


de  Beauvoir,  Simone  * ' ^ 

/ ■ 

The  Marquis  de  Sade:  An  Essa y ; ^ wi th  Selections  from 
His  V/ritings  Chosen  by  Paul  Dinnage ; London,  New  English 
Library  (#10502);  Chronology;  Bibliography  174p, 

The  chronology  and  bibliography  are  the  most  useful  part 
of  this  book,  but  the  main  importance  in  the  text  is  the  space 
devoted  to  3ade*s  essay  which  commences  on  pame  90,  part  of 
which  is  also  reprinted  by  Gorer.  ‘ 

I should  probably  assemble  my  books  about  3ade  in  one 
place,  since  he  and  his  writings  are  important. 
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de  Berg,  Jean;_  ' 

The  Irriage-;  Translated  fron  the  French  by  Patsy  South- 
gate;  Preface  by  Pauline  Heage ; New.  York,  G-rove  Press,  Inc. 
1966;  First  Evergreen  Black  Cat  Edition  1957  139p. 

- - 

Heniniscent  of  ’^lustine'^  and  ’’Torture  Garden’’,  this 
shart  novel  describes  a masterful  woman  and  her  submissive 
girl  slave  under  the  eyes  of  the  author  as  a male  observer.' 
The  care  and  detail  of  the  writing  is  in  cool  contrast  to 
the  apparent  bitter  rage  depic^ting  the  incidents  which  lead 
to  the  masterful  wcnan  abasing  herself  to  the  man. 

This  is  a most  decadent  book.  - 
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de  Camp,  L,  Sprague;  and  Pratt,  Fletcher 

The  Castle  of  Iron;  Hev/  York,  Gnome  Press  (1950)  224p. 

(Original  short  version,  1941,  Street  & Smith) 

Harold  Shea  and  Reed  Chalmers,  the  psychologist,  are 
transported  by  magic  into  the  world  of  Orlando ^s  ’^Furioso’^ 
with  Vaclav  Polacek,  while  Dr.  Walter  Bayard  and  Pete  the 
policejman  go  to  Xanadu  of  Coleridge.  Shea  is  in  search  of 
his  wife  Belphebe  of  the  Faeri®  Queehe , who  has  lost  her  . 
memory,  and  Reed  is  still  preoccupied  with  Florlmel,  the 
woman  of  snow  v7hom  he  is  trying  to  make  human. 

In  this  Spain  the  laws  of  magic  work,  and  Shea  has  mas- 
tered some,  but  makes  mistakes  just  as  Polacek  does,  plunging 
them  into  ludicrous  situations.  One  of  the  12  paladin^ s Duke 
Astojph,  rides  a hlppogrlff  and  befriends  then,  but  Shea  and 
Belphebe  have  adventures  of  their  OYm,  Belphebe  calling  her- 
self Belphegor  and  not  remembering  that  she  is  ma-r’ried  to 
Shea.  Lord  Roger’s  magician  Atlantes  attempts  to  control  them 
but  gets  into  a battle  with  Astolph. 

This  is  light  humorous  fantasy,  of  the  ’’Unknown'’  type, 
■and  fairly  good. 


de  Camp , L.  Sprague 


Loveoraft:  A Biography;  Garden  City,  No  Y, , Doubleday 
& Company,  Ino. , 1975;  Bibliography;  Index  510po 

The  good  index  makes  any  detailed  comment  on  this  book 
unnecessary,  but  many  printing  and  incidental  errors  were 
missed  by  the  procSfreaders , and  I have  made  a note  of  these 
on  the  envelope  attached. 

My  considered  opinion  is  that  although  this  book  will 
provide  a handy  reference  to  many  of  the  facts  of  Loveoraft’ s 
life,  it  emphasizes  some  aspects  of  his  personality  and  be- 
liefs at  the  expense  of  others,  and  does  not  give  a rounded 
view  of  him,  nor  does  it  attempt  to  appraise  his  importance 
in  the  field  of  imaginative  fantasy. 

Clues  to  inadequate  research  are  provided  by  errors: 

P.19;  Whether  the  error  was  Lovecraft’s  or  de  Gamp’s,  it 
should  have  been  noted  that  Bullfinch  is  prone rly  spelled  ^ 
’’Bulfinch^’. 

P.63:  de  Camp  shows  ’’Victor  Rousseau  Ymmanual”;  Bleiler 

shows  ’’Emanuel”  ; Mo'skowi tz  Under  the  TToons  of  Mars  , p . 39 5 , 
”Bma  nua  1«”  . V/h i c h is  r igh  t? 

P.131:  de  Camp  says  Bush  was  author  of  ’’small  books  with 

titles  like ..  .Practical  Psycholo/:^.v  and  3ex  Life...”  I have 
a copy  of  this  title,  and  it  is  a very  thick,  squat  book  and 
its  price  (printed  inside  the  book)  was  $25.00.  Probably 
Bush’s  books  will  becom.e  important  for  Lovecraft  collectors 
if  it  can  be  determined  to  what  extent  he  wrote  them. 

P.186;  de  Camp  shows:  ’’Harry  Houdini  (pseudonym  of  Ehrich 
Weiss)”.  V/illiam  Rose  Be  net  The  Reader’s  Hncyclonedia  , p. 
519,  shows  the  spelling  ’’Erich'* . 

P.148  & P.166:  The  word  .’’decrepid”  is  used  for  ’’decrepit”. 
P.188  and  elsewhere  de  Camp  shows  The  Private  Papers  of  Henry 
Rycrof t,  but  the  spelling  should  be  Rye  croft. 

P.203  & P.329:  de  Camp  shows  ’’Otis  Adalbert  Kline”.  All  the 
books  I have  shov;  the  middle  naried  spelled  ’’Adelbert”. 

P.284:  de  Camp  shows  The  Moon  Terror  by  ”A.  G.  Bird”.  The 

correct  rxame  is  ’’Birch'^’T 

P.387:  de.  Camp  shows  ’’Loring  andMunsey”.  I believe  this 

publishing  firm  was  ’’Loring  and  Mussey”. 

P.410  & 419:  There  is  uncertainty  about  the  spelling  of 
Philip  Duschness.  Correct  namo  is  Philip  C.  Duschnes. 

I agree  v;ith  the  Lovecraft  philosophy  quoted  on  page  56 
about  being  a passive  spectator.  This  role  appeals  to  me  far 
more  than  to  be  an  active  participant  in  sensd^ess  activity. 

I’m  surprised  and  pleased  that  Lovecraft  was  interested 
in  Technocracy.  I think  that  much  is  to  be  learned  from  its 
teaching,  but  I never  ,1oined  it  because  it  is  an  isolationist 
movement,  and  I think  tbe  modern  world  must  be  taken  as  a 
whole  . 

This  book  will  be  superseded  by  better  books,  but  is  a 
useful  reference. 
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1104  llnlvey  Avenue, 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba, 

Canada.  R3M  1J5 

April  8,  1976. 

Dear  Mrs,  de  Camp, 

Your  cordial  letter  of  April  5th  is  a pleasant  surprise. 

It  was  oiily  in  the  hope  of  sharing  a bit  of  philosophy  that  I 
sent  you  a copy  of  my  file  note,  which  you  dignify  by  terming 
a ^review’*.  When  a book  has  an  excellent  index,  I do  not  make 
extensive  notes;  and  I regret  to  say  the.  t 1 cannot  remember 
the  second  error  in  spelling  (which  I believe  was  likely  a 
printer’s  mistake  and  I vaguely  recall  may  have  been  the  in- 
sertion of  an  extra  ‘’n”  in  a word).  The  first  error  is  a bit 
more  serious  because  it  involves  the  repetition  in  the  Index: 
Yirgil’s  Aeneid. 

And  in  view  of  the  new  printing  which  you  mention,  and  on 
which  . I congratulate  you,  perhaps  I should  draw  to  your  atten- 
tion that  in  Note  2,  p.  200,  the  suggested  substitution  for 
’’like'*  should  have  been  printed  ’’as  if'*.  I dislike  this  misuee 
of  the  word  ’’like”  as  much  as  you  do;  but  it  is  becoming  e 
prevalent  colloquialism. 

Although  I have  read  that  errors  in  Love  ora  ft  A Biography 
have  been  corrected  for  the  new  edition,  i ejiclose  a copy  of 
my  file  note  which  was  so  carelessly  tyned  that  it  v/iJl  assure 
you  that  I,  too,  am  human.  A number  of  other  errors  noted  on 
the  envelope  I mention  involved  spelling. 

Please  forgive  my  having  noted  that  neither  book  is  per- 
fect, 1)0  book  is  flawless. 

Few  humorous  fantasies  have  pleased  '•le  more  than  Lest  Dark- 
ness Fall.  I have  the  story  in  my  collection  of  UNKl'loWT^^in  the 
Holt  and  Prime  Press  editions,  and  in  the  Galaxy  Novel  printing. 

Of  the  many  books  by  the  de  Camps  in  ny  library,  I rearct 
to  say  that  I have  read  only  about  one -third.  Not  lack  of  in- 
clination, but  lack  of  time,  is  re^sponsible . I hope  to  remedy 
this  deplorable  situation,  especially  now  that  I infer  that  a 
reader’s  reactions  are  5f  some  interest. 

I thank  you  both  for  your  books,  and  arpreciate  your  kind 
and  unexpected  response  to  my  notes. 

Best  wishes  for  your  continued  success. 

With  great  respect, 


Chester  D.  Guthbert 


! 


/ / 


de  Canpi  L»  Sprague,  and  Catherine  Crook 

Science  Fiction  Handbook,  Revised;  Philadelphia,  0wl3i’'7ick 
.Press,  1975;  Bibliography;  Index  (Price  $8o50)  220p. 

The  first  edition  of  this  book,  written  by  Sprague  hin- 
self,  was  published  in  1953  by  ilernitage  House  and  priced  at 
•J3a50.  It  contained  328  pages. 

This  revised  edition  v/as  written  by  Catherine  and  elinin- 
ates  nany  of  the  errors  v;hich  joarred  the  first  edition,  but 
also  deletes  much  interesting  mate  rial  o For  instance,  Donald 
V/ollheim^s  name  appears  on  five  pages  of  the  first  edition,  but 
is  not  mentioned  anywhere  in  the  revision,  despite  TollheimHs 
maior  early  and  current  influence  on  the  field. 

• Both  Catherine  and  the  publishers  are  to  be  congra  tiula  ted 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  printing.  I noticed  only  two  errors  in 
spelling,  a weak  point  of  Sprague  ^s. 

I 

,Tiiis  book  will  prove  an  assistance  to  the  serious  writer 
in  the  fantasy  field,  but  will  certainly  discourage  many  young 
and  inexperienced  writers  from,  making  this  activity  a career. 
Few  v/riters  are  good  at  business;  and  Catherine  emphasises  the 
necessity  of  good  business  methods  and  expertise. 

On  the  whole,  the  revision  is  less  entertaining  than  the 
first  edition.  Perhaps  this  is  due  to  the  elision  of  nany 
personal  opinions  and  asides  of 'Sprague  ^s  v;hich  Were  apposite 
in  1953  but  not  considered  important  in  1975.  I have  not  yet 
re-read  the  first  edition,  and  may  not  do  so  because  it  is 
fairly  easy  to  use  the  indices  of  both  books  to  discover  dif- 
ferences; but  these  appear  serious  enough  to  warrant  keening 
both  editions  for  reference. 

I was  amused  by  the  second  paragraph  on  page  174  about  the 
financial  loss 'Incurred  by  the  de  Camps  because  they  had  sold 
all  rights  to  several  novels  for  "^300 o 00  per  book  and  later  had 
to  . share  several  thousands  of  dollars  with,  the  piWlisher  when 
they  later  cashed  in  on  paperback  and  foreign  saleso  As  a book 
collector,  I lm\Te  made  so  many  similar  mistakes  that  I have  be- 
come quits  philosophical;  and  since  I am  mailing  a copy  of  this 
file  note  to  the  de  Camps,  it  may  assuage  their  feelings  if  I 
share  my  philosophy.  I sold  many  prized  books  because  I needed 
money  at  various  times  to  survive.  Of  those  books,  almost  none 
have  failed  to  appreciate  in  monetary  value,  several  bringing 
hundreds  of  dollars  apiece  if  I can  rely  on  price  lists  which 
.reach  me  occasionally  from  out-of-print" book" deale rs . But  have 
I really  lost  anything  of  l.nipor  tance  ? Yes,  I We  lost  .money; 
but  the  small  a.mount3  I obtained  at  times  of  sale  were  of  more 
i.mportance  then  than  the  hundreds  would  be  to  me  now.  And, 
like  the  de  Camps,  I have  learned  from  my  mistakes.  And  think 
of  the  feelings  of  the  purchasers  of  those  books  if  they 

are  now  aware  of  what  good  investments  they  made  I Burely  tbe 
deals  were  favorable  to  both  parties;  why  should  e i ther* regre t 
them?  Had  those  small  early  publishers  not  risked  their  money 
years  ago,  perhaps  the  de  Gamps  would  not  have  achieved  the 
fa.!iie  and  fortune  which  early  book  publication  helped  to  b-ing. 
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de  Camp,  L.  <Cpragiie  , and  Catherine  C. 

'Spirits,  'Itars  and  Spells:  The  Profits  and  Perils  of 
I'lagic;  Illustrations  unpaginated;  New  York,  Canaveral  Press 
(1966,  authors),  earlier  periodical  copyright  dates;  Biblio- 
graphy, Index  348p. 

Y/ritten  in  a skeptical,  rationalistic  style,  this  book 
is  a good,  cautionary,  but  superficial  survey  of  its  material 
which  is  aimed  more  at  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  occultism 
than  at  promoting  its  study. 

The  authors  make  it  clear  that  science  arose  out  of  the 
primitive  magical  practices  which  are  still  carried  out  in 
all  countries  of  the  world.  They  say  it  is  still  too  early 
to  know  whether  psychical  research  as  a science  will  deny  or 
confirm  the  allegations  of  extrasensory  perception. 

I agree  v/ith  the  following  on  page  227:  If  a faith,  no 
matter  how  bizarre  its  doctrines,  help‘d  people  to  live  hap- 
pier, healthier,  and  more  peaceable  lives,  it  merits  some 
respe  c t. 

The  fault  I find  v^ith  books  like  this  is  that  they  do 
not  disclose  the  facts  v;hlch  have  kept  the  members  o^  the 
B.P.R.  and  other  scientists  studying  the  phenomena.  Not  one 
mention  of  the  levitation  of  pianos,  heavy  tables,  the  vi- 
bration of  solid  objects,  instances  of  precognition,  experi- 
ments of  the  precognitive  kind  or  displacement  of  time,  and 
many  other  phenomena  is  made.  Despite  the  lack  of  control 
in  the  case  of  D.  D.  Home,  and  the  possible  incompe ten tcy  of 
Crookeses  power  of  observation,  any  study  of  Home’s  medium- 
ship  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  authors  have  not  p-iven 
him  a fair  presentation. 

I much  prefer  Hereward  Carrington’s  fair  books  on  the 
sub jec  t. 


HOME  STREET 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


(DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST) 


240  HOME  STREET  • WINNIPEG,  MANITOBA  R3G  1X3  ■ (204)  783-  5881 


May  30,  1982 


Dear  Home  Street  Youth: 

Just  a note  to  let  you  know  of  the  fun  and  exciting 
youth  activities  coming  your  way  this  Summer. 

First  ~ Youth  Campout,  July  1-4  at 

Spruce  Woods  Provincial  Park 
A registration  form  is  enclosed  - note  its  due  date: 

June  20.  This  is  especially  for  you  - the  youth  of 
Home  Street  Church  - and  your  friends.  We'll  leave 
the  church  at  8:30  AM,  July  1. 

Second  - Encounter  '82,  August  8-15  at 
Bird's  Hill  Provincial  Park 

This  is  the  Big  One!  Youth  from  all  across  Canada  will 
he  joining  us  for  a terrific  week.  Camp  leader  will  he 
Steve  Mahry  from  Sacramento,  California.  If  you 
attended  the  Anaheim  Assembly  last  year,  you  may 
remember  him  as  one  of  the  youth  leaders  - the  one 
with  the  guitar.  Enclosed  is  further  information  on 
Encounter  and  an  Encounter  Registration  form.  Note 
its  due  date:  June  30. 

Again  this  year  you  have  something  great  to  work 
for.  Bottles?  Car  washes?  Whatever;  it's  time  to 
begin.  I'll  be  in  touch. 


In  His  Service, 


de  Camp,  L.  Sprague,- and  Pratt,  Fletcher 

Wall  of  Serpents;  Avalon  Books,  Tkonas  Bouregy  and  Com- 
pany, New  York,'  (I960,  de  Camp)  22J3p. 

This  is  the  imnedia  te  -sequel  to  ^^The  Castle  of  Iron^’  and 
takes  Shea  and  Belpiiebe  to  the  world  of  the  Finnish  Kelevala 
and  the  braggart  magician  Lemminkalnen,  and  to  Ireland  and 
Cuchulainn.  Humorous  light  fantasy,  of  the  adventure  type,, 
and  of  no  importance  though  pleasant  reading. 


De  Gon court,  Edmond  and  Jules 

Germinie ; New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc . . ( #D-16) , (1953)  174p. 

This  is  a classical  French  novel,  v/ell  translated,  about 
a young  girl  brought  up  apart  from  her  family  who  has  a child 
born  out  of  wedlock  which  dies  because  she  cannot  give  it  the 
required  care,  and  who  becomes  .'masochistically  attached  to  a 
worthless  son  of  a leaching  woman,  borrows  money  to  buy  off 
his  military  duty  and  to  set  him  up  in  business,  and  cannot 
sever  the  association  until  she  is  attracted  to  an  artist  and 
painter  who  drinks  and  who  aids  her  becoming  slovenly  and  a 
drinker  like  himself. 

Throughout  her  life  she  is  servant  to  a kindly  old  woman 
who  overlooks  her  weaknesses  until  she  learns  the  double  life 
of  her  servant,  pays  her  debts  but  rejects  her  until  overconie 
by  thought  of  the  girl’s  devotion  over  many  years,  visits  her 
grave  to  honor  her,  ^ . 

Possibly  influencing  Zola’s  Nana  according  to  the  pub- 
lishers, this  is  an  early  realistic  novel  portraying  degrada- 
tion, It  is  not  written  sensationally,  though  deaiingwith 
sensational  events,  and  rings  true  to  me. 


Dekobra,  Maurice 

Bedroom  Eyes ; Translated  from  the  French  by  ^'^averick~ 
Terrell;  New  York/Chicago,  Diversey  Publishing  Corporation; 
Novel  Library  #18;  (1949);  (1925,  Macaulay)  157p. 

This  is  a bedroom  farce  'or  comedy  of  a husband,  weary- 
ing of  his  wife,  arranging  for  one  of  three  friends  to  se- 
duce her  so  that  he  m.ay  get  a divorce  and  marry  his  mi-stress. 

The  friend  is  a gentleman,  admires  the  Marquis’s  wife, 
and  they  make  arrangements  to  have  a notary  sleep  in  the 
hallway  between  their  rooms,  sealing  the  door  each  night  so 
that  he  may  sign  an  affidavit  that  there  has  been  no  love- 
making,  The  l^arquis  and  his  mistress  investigate  themselves 
under  an  _ assumed- name , and  are  convinced  that  the  plot  has 
failed.  ' 

The  mistress  asserts  her  dominance  over  the  r.!arquis  by 
moving  into  his  Paris  flat  and  leaving  evidence  of  her  pre- 
sence to  be  seen  by  the  Plarquis’s  wife,  who  is  coming  to  in- 
form him  of  her  innocence,  but  also  that  she  has  fallen  in 
love  with  his  friend;  she  is  going  to  grant  him  a divorce. 

The  Marquis  realizes  that  he  is  tired  of  his  mistress  and 
has  not  appreciated  his  wife  at  her  true  worth,  and  regrets 
his  plot.  Having  lost^his  wife,  he  decides  to  replace  his 
mistress  with  his  own  maid,  leaving  for  a trip  abroad  so 
his  mistress  in  fury  will  set  him  free. 

Idiomatically  translated,  this  qs  a light,  amusing, 
farce,  of  no  importance,  and  with  little  originality  in  the 
telling. 
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De  Kruif,  Paul 


A Man  Against  Insanity;  New  York,  Harcourt,  Brace  and 
Company  (1957,  Author);  Annotated  Bibliography  246p. 

This  is  a biographical  study  of  Dr,  Jack  Ferguson  who 
obtained  his  degree  after  years  of  study  and  although  an  al- 
most illiterate  man,  a laborer,  a drug  addict,  and'  insane 
himself  because  of  extreme  and  unbalanced  work  and  sleep- 
lessness and  addiction,  fought  through  to b ecome  a loved  and 
trusted  supervisor  of  107  nurses  who  aided  him  in  giving  the 
tender  loving  care  and  drug  treatment  which  brought  out  of 
hopeless  insanity  more  people  than  could  be  discharged  from 
hospital,  simply  because  there  was  no  place  in  the  outer, 
world  for  them  and  no  one  to  care  for  them, 

Written  at  age  65,  De  Kruif  confesses  his  own  instabil- 
ity and  need  for  treatment,  and  his  admiration  of  Ferguson 
for  battling  despite  professional  envy,  lack  of  recognition 
by  the  Michigan  legislators,  and  scorn  of  his  methods,  to 
cure  the  worst  cases  of  insanity  by  drug  therapy.  The  con- 
clusion is  almost  inescapable  on  the  basis  of  the  evidence 
presented  in  this  book,  that  insai  ity  is  a chemical  imbal- 
ance and  curable  only  by  drug  therapy.  The  bibliography  is 
slanted  tavards  a materialistic  philosophy  supporting  the 
view  that  the  mind  depends  on  the  brain  and  is  not  like  a 
soul  independent  of  the  physical  organism.  De  Kruif  says  he 
benefit ted  himself  from  the  drug  therapy  recommended  by  Dr. 
Ferguson. 

This  is  an  important  book,  and  scoffs  at  the  complicated 
terminology  of  the  psychi^a trists , praising  the  sii^lple  appli- 
cation of  drugs  and  love  and  care’ in  curing  all  types  of  men- 
tal illness. 

British  edition:  Hutchinson,  London,  1958 


247p. 
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Delany,  Samuel  R, 


Dhalgren;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#Y8554),  (January, 

1975)  879po 

} 

My  copy  of  this  book  was  sent  me  by  the  publishers  as-  a 
complimentary  gift,  likely  as  I am  an  Associate  Member  of  the 
Science  Yiction  V/riters  of  America. 

' I have  spent  most  of  my  spare, tine  during  the  past  two 
weeks  reading  this  book  carefully,  and  my  considered  opinion 
is  that  it  doe 3 -not  convey  to  me  anything  of  sufficient  value 
to  warrant  the  tLme  spent.  The  fault  probably  lies  with  me, 
as  it  is  apparent  that  the  author  worked  for  over  four  years 
to  complete  the  book. 

To  me,  however,  the  fantasy  or  science  fiction  elements 
of  the  story  a re.  not  explained  adequately,  and  they  are  of 
minimal  importance  apart  from  their  indicating  a setting  for 
a group  of  people  in  an  American  city  who  have  survived  a 
holocaust  and  are  living  in  the  absence  of  governmental  con- 
trol where  sewer,  water,  electrical  and  other  services  are 
failing,  fires  are  breaking  out  and  apparently  burning  with- 
out consuming  for  long  periods  of  time,  when  the  sun  is  a 
huge  disc  which  hovers  over  the  doomed  city,  and  where  the 
moon,  in  the  eyes  of  observers,  appears  dual  and  connected 
with  the  sex-worship  of  a huge  black  who  has  raped  a white 
girl,  and  whose  posters  revealing  him  naked,  are  distributed 
by  the  v^oman  minister  of  a church.  -The  protagonist  is  the  . 

Kid,  form-erly  confined  in  a mental  institution,  who  cannot 
remember  his  Identity  or  name,  though  he  recalls  incidents  of 
his- earlier  life.  The  Kid  becomes  a fringe  member  of  a com.- 
mune  where  he  meets  a girl;  he  later  is  appointed  head  of  the 
scorpions,  a group  which  runs  and  destroys  and  is  feared  for 
its  disregard  of  the  establishment  and  because  it  is  armed 
with  ”orchlds” --bladed  nests  of  knives  carried  over  one  fist 
--and  chains  which  Identify  them  and  confer  mystical  brother- 
hood symibols.  The  Kid  and  the  girl  meet  a 15-year  old  youth 
with  whom  they  "form  a trinity  for  sexual  congress,  though 
each  feels  completely  independent  to  live  his  own  life.  The 
only  consistent  event  transpiring  daily  is  the-  newspaper  pub- 
lished by  an  influential  party-giver  who  does  not  appear  as  a 
character  in  person  until  more  than  half-way  through  the  book 
and  then  only  in  a religious  retreat.  The  majority  of  the 
scorpions  are  negroes,  and  they  act  like  mer.bers  of  a motor- 
cycle gang;  and  the  author  contrasts  their  ^^nest”  life  with 
that  «3)f  a family  named  Richards  who  live  in  an  apartment  block 
above  sore  members  of  the  scorpions;  the  family  is  broken  by 
the  departure  of  the  elder  son  who  is  a scorpion;  the  daughter 
who  is  the  girl  raped  by  the  negro  sex-god,  and  to  avoid  her 
fascinated  interest  in  the  rapist  being  disclosed  by  her  young 
brother,  pushes  him.  down  an  elevator  shaft.  Much  of  the  wor- 
dage  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  descriptions  of  sexual  congress 
among  .the  characters,  and  to  a simple  acceptance  of  the  dif- 
fering ■ degrees  and  deviations  of  the  sex  instinct. 

' In  many  ways,  this  novel  i is  main-stream,  with  only  nininal 
fantasy  elements;  it  may  have  symbolic  or  mythic  attributes, 
but  these  are  lost  on  me.  The  last  part  of  the  book  is  chaotic. 


bantam  books 
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ESTHER  (TIRRGOLIS*  Vice  President,  Publicity  & Public  Relations  For  further  information  contact: 

For  Immediate  Release  Gloria  Boykin 

^DHALGREN,^  MAJOR  NEW  SCIENCE  FICTION  NOVEL  BY  SAMUEL  R.  DEIANY, 

TO  BE  PUBLISHED  IN  PAPERBACK  JANUARY  1ST  AS  A BANTAM  ORIGINAL 

Four-time  Nebula  Award-winner  Samuel  R.  Delany^s 
long-::waited  new  iiov^'l,  DHALGREN--the  one  the  author 
considers  the  culminating  work  of  his  career--makes 
its  first  appearance  in  January  as  a Bantam  Original. 

This  huge  science  fiction  novel  (896pp.),  a 
"Frederik  Pohl  Selection,”  is  set  in  the  near  future 
in  an  American  city  which  has  just  undergone  a major 
disaster.  It  centers  on  a young  man  who  has  lost  all 
memory  of  who  he  is,  and  who  enters  the  city  and  finds 
a society  in  which  all  conventional  amenities  and 
relationships  are  disintegrating. 

A subculture  of  streetfighters  called  the  Scorpions  is  the  only  vital  social 
entity,  and  the  young  man  promptly  joins  them,  first  as  an  outside  visitor, 
then  as  a member,  and  finally  as  their  undisputed  leader.  He  meets  a young 
boy  and  a strange,  beautiful  woman,  and  much  of  DHALGREN  focuses  on  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  three,  one  which  evolves  into  a trinity  of  love. 

Woven  throughout  the  novel  are  the  crises  of  the  city:  a sun  which  rises 
so  close  to  the  earth  that  its  radiation  is  almost  lethal;  power  failures 
which  blacken  the  area  at  night;  and  roving  bands  of  marauders  who  terror- 
ize neighborhoods. 


(more) 
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Author  Samuel  R,  Delany  is  one  of  the  youngest  and  most  highly-acclaimed 
science  fiction  writers  at  work  today.  He  was  born  in  1942,  grew  up  in 
Harlem  and  wrote  his  first  novel  at  19.  He  won  the  coveted  Nebula  Award 
twice  for  short  stories  ("Aye,  and  Gomorrah"  and  "Time  Considered  as  a 
Helix  of  Semi-Precious  Stones")  and  twice  for  novels  (Babel  17  and  The  Einstein 
Intersection) . His  other  works  include  The  Fall  of  the  Towers,  The  Jewels 
of  Aptor  and  Nova . He  and  his  wife,  poet  Marilyn  Hacker,  founded  and  edit 
the  avant-garde  science  fiction  journal  Quark  in  Eiondon  where  they  now  live 
with  their  infant  daughter. 

Bantam  began  publishing  science  fiction  novels  bearing  the  designation, 

"A  Frederik  Pohl  Selection,"  in  1973,  shortly  after  Pohl,  a four-time  Hugo 
Award-winning  editor  and  author,  joined  the  company  as  a consulting  editor. 

The  next  "Frederik  Pohl  Selection"  will  be  published  in  February,  Joanna 
Russ'  THE  FEMALE  MAN. 


###### 
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DeLaurence,  L.  W. 

Practical  Lessons  in  hypnotism  & Magnetism:  Giving  the 
only  simple  and  practical  course  in  hypnotism  and  vital  magnet- 
ism which  starts  the  student  or  practitioner  out  upon  a plain, 
common  sense  basis--prepared  especially  for  self-instruction; 
Chicago,  Frederick  J.  Drake  & Company  (1902,  Publishers)  Index 
Illustrated  261p. 

Having  previously  read  other  books  by  the  author  which  did 
not  impress  me  too  favorably,  I was  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
that  this  book  is  a thorough  and  competent  outline  of  hypnotic 
practice . 

The  author  was  well-read  and  in  touch  with  other  practioners 
and  conducted  an  institute  for  training  and  demonstrating  the 
phenomena.  Although  he  casts  some  doubt  on  the  supernormal  phe- 
nomena reported  by  early  practitioners,  he  appeared  more  involved 
in  stage  magic  and  trick  exhibitions  than  in  the  higher  gifts. 

One  chapter  was  very  technical,  and  beyond  my  comprehension. 
Other  chapters  are  rife  with  interesting  case  histories.  The 
index  is  faulty,  but  somewhat  useful. 

The  closing  chapter  reprints  newspaper  accounts  of  hypnotic 
exhibitions  or  unusul  cases.  On  pages  258-9  John  Griffith  is 
said  to  have  cured  by  faith  alone  over  400  cases  of  illness;  a 
confirmation  of  the  Worralls  and  Kraft  healings;  Griffith  had  no 
understanding,  either  of  his  healing  power. 

This  book  is  a useful  reference,  though  the  author  believed 
in  some  occult  practices  which  are  still  unconfirmed  by  science. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  16,  2000 
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de  Laurence,  Dr.  L.  V/,  : 


The  Dae red  Book  of  Death,  Hindu  Spiritism,  3oul  Transi- 
tion and  Soul  Reincarnation;  Chicago,  de  Laurence,  Scott  & 

Co.  (1905)  ($8,00)  400pp. 

This  is  a shallow,  pretentious,'  but  fairly  good  book  on 
the  theories  and  hypotheses  of  spiti tualism.  The  author  re- 
fers to  himself  as  : ^^Adept  in  Art  Magic  and  Famous  I'lagician 
by  illchemy  and  Fire'V. 

There  is  very  lit^.le  in  t^e  book  that  is  not  already 
available  in  books  on  the  philosophy  o:^  spiritualism.  The 
author  kno’.vs  the  ob flections  to  the  philosophy,  and  answers 
themi  with  a fair  am.ount  of  common  sense.  The  book  is  not  of 
fun  da  me  n ta 1 imp  o r ta  n c e . 


A 


de  Lauzon,  Edythe 

From  the  Kingdom  of  the  Stars:  The  Vision  of  John 
Hilary  A Prinoe  of  Abyssinia;  Montreal,  Albert  Hrquhart 
(1922)  410p. 

A negro  named  Henry  Surgene  seduces  Nanice,  a descendant 
of  Solomon  and  she  gives  birth  to  John  in  the  home  of  a minis- 
ter John  Forrester  Whitaker  and  his  mother  Janet.  Janet  is  a 
strong-minded  Christian  whose  knov/ledge  of  the  Bible  arid  her 
homely  philosophy,  and  whose  life-story  make  up  most  of  the 
book.  ' ^ . 


John  is  early  made  aware  that  as  a negro  his  lot  is  that 
of  a member  of  an  inferior  race,  but  he  succeeds  with  the  help 
of  the  minister  and  his  mother  in  acquiring  an  education  and 
establishing  a factory  for  the  manufacture  of  an  airship  of 
his  own  invention.  He  nnd  Mr.  V/hi taker  go  to  Africa  in  the 
airship,  and  there  rneet  a Chief  in  Abyssinia  who  recognizes  a 
ring  worn  by  John  as  an  heirloom,  to  be  identification  of  the 
Messiah  from  a foreign  land  promised  by  Solomon  in  a prophetic 
script  who  was  to  establish  in  Africa  a high  civilization  of 
black  people  which  would  co-operate^  with  England,  the  United 
States  and  Canada  on  a basis  of  equality  to  stabilize  the  world 
on  a Christian  basis.  The  Chief  makes  available  to  John  all 
the  treasures  of  Solomon  v/hich  his  tribe  has  guarded  through 
the  years  in  anticipation  of  John^s  coming. 

John  returns  to  America  and  there  recruits  missionaries 
and  craftsmen  from  among  negroes  and  whites,  which  his  fleet  of 
aircraft  can  transport  to  Africa.  Having  thus  fulfilled  his 
mission,  John  is  martyred  by  being  killed  by  an  envious  former 
co-worker,  changes  into  an  Angel  of  Light,  and  dies.  His  slayer 
commits  suicide  and  passes  to  the  accompaniment  of  demonic 
voices  and  sounds. 

Many  short  incidents  and  stories  are  scattered  through  the 
book,  coincidence  is  overworked  melodramatically,  and  the  philo- 
sophy of  Mrs.  V/hitaker  takes  up  a disproportionate  share  of  the 
story,  but  there  is  humor,  compassion,  and  Christian  faith  to 
make  this  book  interesting. 

In  its  plot-complications,  this  book  rivals  ^’The  Holy  Stone 
by  Mrs.  Ellen  Ross  and  ’^The  Gulf  of  Years”  by  Watson  Griffin.  It 
is  of  little  importance  in  a fantasy  library. 


'\ 


DeLazzo,  Odda 


The  'Sybarites;  l^Tew  York,  T!idwood  Enterprlqe , Ine. 
(#27-222);  (1969,  author)  202p. 


This  book  iq  one  of  a qerie=?  called  The  Colleetorq  Cla- 
ssic '^eries. 


A 12 -year  old  girl  runs  avmy  from,  her  promiscuous  par- 
ents and  becomes  involved  with  an  18-year  old  boy.  Police 
locate  her,  and  she  is  threatened  with  ins ti tu tioniza tion  if 
she  runs  away  again. 


Eer  father  is  a writer  for  a news  magazine,  who  wl'^he^ 
to  write  a book.  The  daughter  of  hi^  proc-psctive  public-ber 
wishes  him  to  divorce  hi^  wife  and  marry  her,  but  the  writer 
knows  her  reputation;  she  di'^cardc;  m.en  a=!  soon  ac.  c-he  ha  c. 
achieved  her  ambition  to  promote  one  be^t  seller  for  each. 


To  obtain  evidence  amain'^t  his  wife  for  a divorce,  the 
writer  engages  a physician  friend  to  c-cheme  a sex  party  and 
involve  his  wife.  This  transpires;  the  young  mirl  runs  away 
again  and  is  injured  seriously  in  a motorcycle  accident.  A 
division  of  the  fam^ily  is  threatened  when  the  writer  leaves 
for  New  York,  unaware  that  his  wife  is  pregnant  and  cannot 
deal  with  the  responsibilities  of  the  family  without  him*. 


'^he  goes  to  New  ^ork;  they  reconcile  and  settle  down. 

There  is  nothing  of  perm.anent  value  in  this  sensational 
novel;  alm,o-*t  none  of  the  characters  are  attractive;  and  it 
is  apparent  that  the  .main  reason  for  writing  the  book  is  to 
provide  soft-core  pornography. 
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Deleuse  , J . P . F . 


Practical  Instruction  in  Animal  Magnetism;  Translated  by 
Thomas  C.  Hartshorn;  Revised  Edition.  With  an  Appendix  of  Notes 
by  the  Translator,  and  Letters  from  Eminent  Physicians,  and  Others 
Descriptive  of  Cases  in  the  United  States;  New  York,  Fowler  & Wells 
Co,  1890  (1879,  publishers;  Index  to  Appendix  524p. 

The  translation  occupies  the  first  286  pages;  the  Appendix  the 
rest.  Deleuse  had  practised  for  thirty-five  years  and  his  devotion 
to  the  welfare  of  his  patients  entitled  his  concise  summary  of  his 
methods  to  become  the  best  accepted  textbook  of  his  time. 

The  Appendix  comprises  a valuable  commentary  of  contemporary 
experience  by  various  physicians.  Many  of  these  were  the  result 
of  copies  of  the  first  edition  having  been  sent  to  them.  A blind 
girl  whose  clairvoyance  was  witnessed  by  many  physicians  provided 
several  instances  of  supernormal  phenomena. 

The  text  includes  one  of  the  best  descriptions  of  transcenden- 
tal awareness  that  I have  ever  read.  No  one  reading  this  wonderful 
book  can  doubt  the  existence  of  a soul  independent  of  the  body. 

The  case  histories  are  typical  of  many  related  in  other  books 
but  as  this  second  edition  was  originally  published  in  1843  there 
is  no  reference  to  Braid  or  the  new  term  hypnotism.  I am  convinced 
that  there  is  an  actual  transfer  of  magnetism  or  fluid  from  mesmer- 
ist to  patieira;  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Worralls  and  other  prac- 
titioners who  felt  something  leaving  their  bodies  to  effect  cures. 

This  is  definitely  one  of  the  finest  early  books. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  8,  2000 
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de  Lisser,  Herbert  G. 


The  White  Witch  of  Rosehall;  London,  Ernest  Benn  Limited, 
1929  286p. 

This  is  a very  well  written  and  fascinating  fictional  por- 
trayal of  an  historical  character  who  was  a plantation  owner  in 
Jamaica,  suspected  of  witchcraft  and  of  murdering  her  three  hus- 
bands. Attracted  to  a financially  independent  bookkeeper  she 
had  hired,  she  becomes  jealous  of  a girl  of  mixed  blood  who  tries 
to  become  the  housekeeper  of  the  young  man,  and  plots  to  defeat 
her  rival . 

There  are  two  main  incidents  of  apparent  supernormal  power 
exercised  by  Annie,  and  such  power  is  also  attributed  to  the 
black  grandfather  of  the  mulatto  girl. 

Almost  as  important  as  Annie  is  the  background  concerning 
conditions  in  Jamaica  in  the  early  19th  century,  with  the  blacks 
always  on  the  verge  of  rebellion. 

Annie  Palmer  is  portrayed  as  more  beautiful  than  Eileen  J. 
Garrett  perceived  her  in  Many  Voices.  What  a woman! 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  28,  1996 


Note:  The  paperback  edition  was  published  in  Kingston,  Jamaica 

by  Macmillan  Caribbean  Novelty  Trading  Company,  (1982,  1983,  1984 

(1958,  E.  de  Lisser;  1982,  R.  Landale)  255p 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 


The  Mst  Quarter  CEimjRY 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 
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Dell,  Floyd 


Upton  Sinclair:  A Study  in  Social  Protest;  frontispiece 
portrait;  New  York,  Albert  and  Charles  Boni , 1930  (1927,  Georee 
H.  Doran  Company);  Bibliography;  Index  194p. 

Although  Harris  says  this  biography  is  somewhat  idolizing, 
it  is  a useful  summary  of  Sinclair's  life  and  books  to  date  of 
its  publication.  Dell’s  critical  comments  are  not  greatly  dif- 
ferent from*  those  of  Harris  in  many  eases,  and  there-  is  some 
inform*ation  that  is  not  repeated  by  Harris. 


■'  . ■ / /.^i  ^ ■.^P  lI  " / ' : ’£,2  v 

I tM:''i>  ?s :■.;  V'  ' ‘ ' • ' , KlO'V'  ; si’ i el?  'lO' 

:\a/';-3T''AQi  f c2i;C  ; 


C r;  r : j a r .:Sf;;  ?.rX'Xfc‘M 

■ ■■  ' i . - ^ a i '-^ ' ^ i;. i ■ ^ ‘^•Q  isnr  ^ S iff  Bi^u  , B el  x 

iH  1 .■  ’ ^ ■■' 1.  B ;■;  J ^ ' x:  '■ . ' ( r ;x ]'  , cd,.i  r.t  X yj:^  r:  ,;j n-  ■ , j*  1 


:i  j 


sBon 


>x'i  .h  exe'l 


:f(.  r. 


' ( 


Be.;  B,ul;t.cu:''':(xX:!i:A 


Del  Re y,  Lester 

Attack  from  Atlantis;  Philadelphia /Toronto , The  John 
Winston  Company  (1953,  Author)  207p. 

Don  Miller,  17  years  old,  is  selected  to  replace  a navy 
appointed  crewman  on  an  atomic  powered  submarine  built  by 
his  uncle  and  being  tested  by  Admiral  Haller, 

In  the  ocean  depths  they  are  netted  by  men  in  bubbles 
who  are  protected  from  the  water  pressure  by  force  shields 
which  surround  them  almost  like  auras.  These  men  disable 
the  submarine  and  take  it  to  their  bubble-protected  city 
which  appears  to  be  the  lost  Atlantis, 

The  Atlanteans  have  developed  a puzzling  society  in 
which  the:  men  dominate,  yet  are  dominated,  by  women,  and 
where  an  advanced  technology  in  some  respects  is  yet  infer- 
ior to  that  of  surface  civilizations  in  others,  Don  is  able 
to  take  advantage  of  their  superstitions  to  gain  the  upper 
hand  and  arrange  the  release  of  himself  and  his  friends  in 
their  craft,  ' 

This  is  an  average  teen-age  novel,  with  the  science  a 
bit  better  than  average.  There  are  few  ideas  in  it  which 
are  likely  to  be  of  use  to  me. 
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Del  Rey,  Lester 


The  Y/orld  of  Science  Fiction:  1926-1976;  The  History 
of  a Subculture;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (1979,  Del  Rey) 
Appendices;  Index  416p. 

Although  I found  this  to  be  a readable  history,  it  may 
not  be  so  fascinating  to  the  general  public  because  it  deals 
principally  with  the  magazines  and  stories  familiar  to  the 
American  fan,  and  not  actually  to  the  ^world^  scene,  despite 
its  title. 

There  is  a listing  of  the  magazines  published,  which  is 
easily  available  in  the  Indexes  to  the  magazines,  and  the 
bibliography  is  very  selective,  though  adequate  for  a gen- 
eral view  of  the  sub^iect.  There  is  very  little  of  a personal 
nature  revealed,  so  the  book  is  more  suitable  for  libraries 
than  for  fans,  who  will  find  the  nictorial  histories  by  Dunn, 
Kyle,  etc.,  more  inheres jbing. 

As  a reference  handbook,  the  Index  is  helpful;  and  Del 
Rey  has  given  a reasonably  adequate  overview  of  the  period, 
but  only  insofar  as  the  U,  3,  A.\  is  concerned. 
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Marc  Mcli'lann,  35  years  old,  a textbook  editor,  wishes  to 
marry  Laura,  but  his  mother  threatens  to  disinherit  him  if 
he  does  so,  A sensualist  himself,  he  insists  that  Laura  re- 
main a virgin.  The  only  solution  to  his  problem  seems  to  be 
to  kill  his  mother. 

The  story  consists  of  Marc’s  plotting  his  mother’s  death 
and  building  up  the  character  of  a fifty-year-old  gardener  to 
attend  his  mother’s  estate  whom  he  will  impersonate  in  order 
to  achieve  his  goal  and  leave  the  gardener  as  the  suspected 
murderer.  Believing  his  mother  to  be  a deceitful  woman,  he 
deceives  her  ih  turn.  Admitting  minor  affairs  with  women  to 
Laura,  he  gives  her  no  idea  of  his  liasons  with  almost  any 
woman  who  will  succumb  to  his  desires. 

Descriptions  of  his  affairs  as  he  plots  his  mother’s 
death  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  story;  drinking  and  head- 
aches, neglect  of  work,  and  gradual  obsession  make  this  a 
distasteful  narrative. 


De  Miomandre,  Franois 


Orientale  (L’AveD ture  de  .Therese  Beauchamps^;  Transla- 
ted by  Ralph  Roeder;  Illustrated  by  Alexander  Canedo;  New 
York,  Brentano’s,  1929  (1929^  Publishers).  199p. 

Living  with  her  husband  and  odious  stepson,  Therese  -is 
impressed  by  the  calm  oriental  courtesy  of  their  Chinese 
boarder,  and  welcomes  the  introduction  of  a .millionaire 
friend  of  his,  newly  arrived  from  China,  For  him  she  feels 
an  immediate  physical  attraction,  and  knov^s  that  he  returns 
it;-  she  accepts  his  offers  of  rides  in  his  limousine,  which 
is  chauffeur-driven;  and  is  dismayed  when  the  says  he  must 
return  to  China  to  divorce  his  wife  and  settle  his  affairs; 
he  promises  to  write,  but  she  hears,  nothin^  for  three  months', 

V/hen  her  tutor  husband  .takes  his  vacation  for  two  months 
viith  his  fam-ily,  she  calls  at  her  former  boarder’s  lodgings 
to  find  out  if  he  has  received  any  nev/s  of  the  millionaire; 
on.  bei.ng  told  nothing,  she  allows  herself  to  be  seduced  by 
the  Chinese  who  is  gentle  snd  courteous  still,  Tisiting  him, 
daily,  using  visits,  to  her  widov^ed  mother  as  cover',  she  finds 
a need  for  ,his  love,  though  vaguely  aware  of  having  failed 
in  faithfulness  to  the  millionaire.  The  offer  of  her  husband 
to.  forgive  her  and  his  asking  her  to  return  she  tries  to  talk 
over  with  the  Chinese,  but  finds  from  his  landlord  that  her. 
lover  has  returned  to  China , - leaving  her  no  messac-e. 

Crushed  and  shaken,  she  tries  to  rebuild  her  life  with 
her  husba.nd,  even  accepting  the.  return- of  his  son  v;hen  he 
admits  that  he  cannot  mahe  ends  .meet  without  help;  and  one 
day  a strange  Chinese  delivers  to  her  a letter  from  t^e  mil- 
lionaire which -claims  that, he  has  written  her  constaotly 
without  receiving  a reply,  and  has  accepted  her  silence  as  a 
dismissal,  in  view -of  which  he  has  allovved  his  wife  to  return 
to  his  home  and  has  resumed  his-  former  married  life, 

Exceedingly  well  written,  this  novel  r or  trays  the  emrty 
drudgery  of  married  life,  and  the  need  for  romance  which-  is' 
felt  by  a wo.map.  The  faithlessness  of  the  oriental  lover  is’ 
cruel,  yet  he  has  filled  a need  now  unfulfilled.'  Emptier 

than  before,  the  woman’s  life  lies  before  her. 
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,De  Kusset,  Alfred 

A Door  llust  Be  Either  Open  or,  Shut;  A Proverb;  Illus- 
trated by  ^Alistair  Grant;  Emmaus , Pa . , The-  Rodale  Press  44p., 

r 

This  is  a one -act  play,  with  only  two  characters,  The 
Marquise  and  The  Count.  Although  in  love  with  the  Marquise  ^ 
for  a year,  the  Count  has  not  declared  himself,  and  the  lady 
is  quite  impatient  with  his  hesitations.  Calling  unexpected- 
ly, the  Count  senses  the  Impatience,  and  says  farewell  three 
times,  each  time  opening  the  door,  upon  which  the  Marquise  , 
complains  of  the  draft.  Finally,  after  proposing  and  being 
.graciously  accepted,  they  both  leave,  but  the  Marquise  tells 
the 'Count  to  be  sure  and  close  the  door,  or  her  home  will  not 
be  habi  table . ‘ 

This  is  an  inconsequential,  light  society  play. 
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Denham,  Alice 


Amo;  New  York,  Coward,  McCann  & Geoghegan,  Inc.  (1974, 
author)  244p. 

By  means  of  a V/rist  Radar  instrument,  Amo  is  in  touch 
with  a mentor  who  understands  her  J/[aruvian  desire  to  commu- 
nicate love  to  everyone,  and  that  love  is  the  highest  ex- 
pression of  living. 

A model  who  feels  obligated  to  provide  sexual  favors  to 
anyone  who  helps  her  with  her  living  expenses,  Amo^s  deepest 
wish  is  to  have  a novel  published.  Bhe  works  only  to  obtain 
sufficient  money  and  leisure  to  work  on  her  book,  has  had  a 
little  success  in  publishing  articles  and  short  stories,  but 
feels  that  her  life  is  aimless  unless  crowned  with  the  pub- 
lication of  a novel. 

Peeking  security,  Amo  enters  into  sexual  relations  with 
many  different  men,  all  of  v7hom  disappoint  her,  and  ^ome  who 
are  cruel  and  menacing  because  of  their  fear  of  her  ascen- 
dancy and  independence.  They  want  her  "barefoot  and  in  the 
kitchen";  she  wishes  to  emulate  their  power  by  achieving  all 
that  they  can  accomplish. 

As  one  reviewer,  a woman,  said,  this  novel  may  have  been 
intended  as  a signpost  for  women’s  liberation.  Open  sexuali- 
ty, sordid  in  details  as  many  women’s  liberation  novels  are, 
the  fantasy  elements  are  confusingly  expressed  so  that  it  is 
difficult  to  consider  whether  they  are  sub  elective  or  ob;1ec- 
tive , so  that  I am  uncertain  whether  to  classify  this  as  a 
fantasy  novel.  It  is  somewhat  like  Guy  Endore’s  first  novel 
in  this  respect,  and  I am  therefore  placinp"  it  in  my  fantasy 
collection . 
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Your  favourite  cartoon 
characters,  the  Ewoks,  will  be 
appearing  at  this  year’s  Ice 
Capades  at  the  Winnipeg  Arena, 
January  28  to  February  1 • 
They’re  going  to  have  a lot  of 
\ fun  and  they  want  you 

S to  be  a part  of  it. 

s.  So  make  sure  you 

color  this  picture, 
take  it  to  your 
favourite  Safeway 
Store  and  you  could 
win  tickets  to  see  the 
1 lovable  Ewoks. 
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1.  Color  the  Ice  Capades  scene. 

2.  Complete  the  information  on  the  entry  form. 

3.  Entries  will  be  judged  on  coloring  neatness 
and  originality. 

4.  Decision  of  judges  is  final. 

5.  Contest  is  open  to  children  1 2 years  of  age  or 
younger.  Age  Divisions  Judged: 

A)  up  to  8 years  of  age 

B)  9 years  to  1 2 years  of  age. 


6.  Children  of  Safeway  Employees  are  not 
eligible. 

7.  Deposit  the  completed  entry  in  our  store  no 
later  than  Saturday,  January  24,  1 987.  Entries 
will  be  judged  Monday,  January  26  and 
winners  will  be  notified. 

8.  Each  winning  entry  will  receive  a pair  of  Ice 
Capades  tickets. 

9.  Entries  will  not  be  returned. 
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HERE  AND  HEREAFTER  by  Leon  Denis  (Trans,  by  George  G.  Fleurot) 


PART  1.  BELIEFS  AND  UNBELIEFS 

1.  Religions  and  the  Secret  Doctrine:  All  ancient  religions  were 
interconnected,  and  based  upon  one  doctrine  handed  down  from  century  to 
century  by  a long  line  of  thinkers  and  sages.  Each  had  two  sides: 
outward  show  and  symbolism  to  impress  the  masses;  inv/ard  contemplation 
and  truth  revealed  only  to  initiates. 

Oriental  and  Greek  philosophers  did  not  scorn  to  study  nature,  but 
sought  the  everlasting  principles  in  the  soul  and  its  innate  forces. 

By  a profound  self -scrutiny  they  strove  to  uplift  themselves  to  that 
First  Principle  whence  all  beings  proceed.  They  pictured  the  soul  as  a 
supreme  vehicle  of  knowledge  placed  between  the  material  and  spiritual 
worlds  and  studying  them  both.  To  such  researches  the  initiated 
consecrated  their  lives,  adepts  being  chosen  and  trained  from  childhood 
to  conq.uer  desire  and  concentrate  upon  the  Good  and  Beautiful,  \7hen 
ready,  they  v/ere  allowed  some  power  over  nature  and  to  communicate  with 
the  occult  forces  of  the  universe. 

Occidental  science  has  only  now  attained  the  threshold  of  this  knowledge 
and  will  discover  nothing  supernatural — only  a revelation  of  the  life 
that  fills  infinite  space. 

The  secret  doctrine  says  that  life  is  the  evolution  through  time  and 
space  of  the  one  permanent  fact,  the  soul,  of  which  matter  is  but  the 
nether  expression,  the  changing  form.  The  Source  of  all  life  is  God, 
at  once  triple  and  uniq.ue,  essence,  substance  and  life,  in  whom  all 
nature  is  summarized.  Hence  arose  trinitarian  deism,  which  has  passed, 
in  garbled  form,  from  India  and  Egypt  into  Christianity,  which  latter 
has  made  three  persons  out  of  the  three  elements  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
The  human  spirit,  a particle  of  the  Great  Spirit,  progresses  and 
ascends  tov/ards  its  Creator  through  constant  improvement  in  many 
existences,  alternately  terrestrial  and  spiritual.  I.!an*s  ternary 
nature  of  body,  perispirit  and  soul  is  a microcosmic  image  of  the 
great  Whole.  Universal  life  has  two  phases:  involution,  the  descent 
of  the  spirit  into  matter;  evolution,  its  gradual  ascent  through  the 
chain  of  lives  to  the  divine  Unity. 

To  this  central  philosophy  were  affixed  sciences  such  as  nimibers  or 
sacred  mathematics,  theogony,  cosmogony,  psychology  and  physics, 
combining  the  inductive  and  experimental  methods  and  forming  a unit3^. 
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Denning,  Lord 

The  Profumo -Chris tine  Keeler  Affair Lord  Denning’s  Re- 
port presented  (to  Parliament  by  the  ^Prime  l!inister;  Kew  Yorl:, 
Popular  Library  (#PC103l)  174p. 

This  is  a very  able  sumniary  of  the  Profumo  affair,  and 
is  an  important  factual  source  as  well  as  being  a cautionary 
influence  in  discounting  many  of  the  more  sensational  rumors 
which  v;ere  circulated  during  and  after  the  affair* 

It  is  amazing  to  me  that  so  many  books  are  essential  in 
providing  information  to^enable  the  casual  reader  to  under- 
stand the  personalities  and  events  which  were  involved., 

I am  , reasonably  sure  that  the  subject  will  never  be  for- ■ 
gotten,  and  that  articles  will  from  time, to  time  be  published 
concerning  the  principals. 


This -'book  should  be  retained  for  reference 


Dent,  John  Charles  Biographical 

From  Prefatory  3ke  tch  in'  '^The  Gerrard  Street  Hy  s ter  y and 
Other  T7eird  Tales 

Born  in  Kendal,  Wes tnorela nd , England,  in  1841,  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Canada  shortly,  after,  prinary  education  in 
Canadian  schools,  studied  law',  becane  nenber  of  Kpper  Canada 
Bar, ’ Practised  only  a few  years  until  he  had  earned  enough 
to  go  to  London  and  write  for  ^ Once  a ^leek,  ephemeral  material 
to  support  his  wife  and  family.  After  two  years  in  Boston, 
he  rooved  to  Toronto  and  accepted  a position  on  -^he  editorial 
staff  of  the  Telegram,  then  with  the  Toronto  Weekly  Globe,  to 
which  he  contfibuted  a notable  series  of  biographical  sketches 
on  '^Eminent  Canadians’'.  After  the  death  of  G-eorge  Brown,  he 
left  the  Globe ''  and  wrote  the  four  large  wolum-es  of  The 
Canadian  Portrait  Gallery^':  then-  '’The  Last  Forty  Years:  Canada 
since  the  Union  of  1841’’;  then  '’History  of  the  Rebellion  in 
Upper  Canada''.  In  addition  he  v/rote  many  sketches,  essays  and 
stories,  and  those  included  in  this  volume  were  revised  by  him 
with  a view  to  book  publication. 

The  sketch  was  signed  "P.W.D.,  Toronto,  Oct.  25th,  1888’’ 


N 


Dent,  John  Charles 


The  G-errard  Street  Mystery,  and  Other  Weird  Tales; 


Toronto,  Rose  Publishing  Comrany,  1888  206p, 

Prefatory  Sketch  iii-vii 

Contents 

1,  The  Gerrard  Street  Mystery  17* 

2.  Gagtooth^s  Iraage  52 

2.  The  Haunted  House  on  Duchess  Street  81* 

4.  Savareen^s  Disappearance  112 


yl  is  a ghost  story  about  a young  nan  returning  fron 
Australia  who  receives  in  Boston  via  General  Delivery  a 
letter  fron  his  uncle  disclosing  ■ knoy/ledge  of  his  novenents 
which  the  uncle  could, not  have  known  by  any  nornal  neans,  and 
promising  to  meet  the  train  on  which  the  young  nan  would  ar^^ive 
in  Toronto.  The  uncle,  wearing  a new  coat,  neets  the 'young  nan 
and  discloses  infornation  concerning  a business  acquaintance; 
then  disappears.  On  arrival  at  the  uncle/ s hone,  .the  young  nan 
is  informed  that  his  uncle  had  died  some  v/eeks  previously;  but 
acting  on  the  infor-wation  given  by  the  ghost,  the  young  nan  is 
able  to  prove  that  the  ghost  had  indeed  given  hin  infornation 
of  a veridical  nature. 

is  the  story  of  a father  who  centers  his  love  in  his 
son  when  his  wife  proves  unfaithful;  then  in  a stone  image  of 
the  son  when  the  child  dies.  The  narrator  finds  the  inane  and 
this  chance  find  leads  him  to  write  the  story. 

#2.  A dissolute  officer  holds  drinking'  parties  in  his 
home;  at  the  conclusion  of  one  he  kills  his  favorite  dog  and 
falls  downstairs  himself,  breaking  his  neck.  Servants  who  stay 
on  in  the  house  pending  its  rental  to  others  are  disturbed  by 
the  reappearance  of  the  ghost  of  the  officer  and  his  dog;  and 
the  new  tenants  when  they  take  over  the  place  also  see  the 
revenants . 

#4.  A young  farmer  disapnears  under  strange  circumstances, 
and  later  admits  that. he  purposely  cheated  the  mystery  because 
of  an  attack  of  wanderlust  which  he  attributes  to  minsy  blood. 

He  abandons  his  wife  and  child,  squanders  L400 , marries  another 
girl  by  i^hom  he  has  another  child,  and  f'nally  retTirns  to  his 
first  wife,  dying  after  disclosing  the  answer  to  the  mystery  of 
his , disappearance . 

These  stories  are  ivell  told,  with  an  attention  to  background 
detail  which  gives  them  verisimilitude,  and  while  they,  are  far 
too  detailed  for  modern  readers  they  are  interesting.  Only  the 
two  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  fantasy,  both  being  based  o.n 
psychic  phenomena. 


Dent,  Lester 

Lady  to  Kill;  Published  for  The  Grinie  Club  by  Double  day 
& Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  1946  192p. 

A girl  believed  to  have,  in  her  possession  important  pa- 
pers which  will  publicize  a graft  and  swindle  relating  to 
airplane  parts  is  followed  onto  a train  by  a f a t hired  killer 
but  is  saved  by  Chance  Molloy,,  owner  of  an  aircraft  firm  who 
depends  on  the  parts  to  avoid  bankruptcy  and  is  investigating 
because  he  suspects  that  the  girl  who  is  believed  to  have  sup- 
plied the  papers  has  been  replaced  by  a substitute. 

The  point  of  view  of  narration  switches  from  one  to  an- 
other, of  the  charac'ters,  the  girl,  the  killer.  Chance,  his 
lustful  henchman  George,  the  murderer  of  the  girl,  his  em- 
ployee, and  although  the  story  is  revealed  clearly,  there  is 
no  possibility  of  empathyl!j^izlng  in  full  with  any  one  of  them. 

Although  fairly  interesting  to  read,  there  is  nothing  of 
permanent  value  in  this  noyfel. 


' / 


de  Plancy,  Collin 


Dictionary  of  Witchcraft;  Edited  and  translated  by  Wade 
Baskin;  New  York,  Philosophical  Library,  Inc. (1965)  125p. 

This  much-abridged  translation  of  an  original  2-volume  book 
was  originally  entitled  Dictionary  of  Demonology,  but  likely  the 
publishers  thought  that  demons  were  no  longer  considered  realities 
and  "Witchcraft"  would  sell  better. 

There  are  occasional  interesting  entries  in  this  book  and  I 
shall  keep  it  for  reference,  but  the  credulous  superstitions  on 
the  subject  are  reported  without  critical  comment  and  I was  much 
amused  at  the  following  entry  deriding  scepticism: 

Page  109:  "Scepticism:  A dubious,  pusillanimus  philosophy 
called  Pyrrhonism,  from  the  name  of  its  author.  Pyrrho  lived  a- 
bout  three  hundred  years  before  Christ.  Diogenes  Laertius  assures 
us  that  he  doubted  every thing ....  even  going  so  far  as  to  doubt  the 
evidence  provided  by  his  own  senses.  This  is  not  easy  to  believe, 
for  Pyrrho  may  have  reasoned  like  a fool,  but  he  managed  to  live 
sensibly  enough  to  reach  the  age  of  ninety." 

Note:  The  publishers  issued  a paperback  edition  of  this  book 

in  slightly  larger  than  regular  paperback  format. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  11,  1998 
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Deren,  Maya 


Divine  Horsemen:  The  Living  Gods  of  Haiti;  London/New  York 
Thames  and  Hudson;  Illustrated;  Index;  Bibliography  (1953,  350p. 

Of  the  two  pages  of  bibliography  I have  read  only  the  one- 
volume  abridgement  of  Frazer’s  The  Golden  Bough  and  Seabrook’s 
The  Magic  Island.  But  luhave  read  about  eight  other  books  dealing 
with  the  Voodoo  religion,  and  this  is  the  most  authoritative  of 
all.  The  author  was  herself  possessed  by  one  of  the  "gods"  and 
the  phenomenon  of  possession  is  considered  normal. 

Even  a careful  reading  of  this  book  is  not  sufficient  to 
enable  the  reader  to  grasp  the  significance  of  this  religion.  It 
bears  so  many  resemblances  to  spiritualism  and  multiple  personal- 
ity that  a careful  comparison  should  be  made. 

Page  133:  Power  resides,  too,  in  the  saber  or  machete  which 
is  sacred  to  Ogoun.  To  indicate  that  he  is  its  master,  he  will 
press  the  very  sharp  edge  to  his  arm  or  his  thigh  and  then  reveal 
that  the  flesh  has  not  been  pierced  by  it.  Sometimes  he  will  go 
to  the  extreme  of  planting  the  hilt  of  the  saber  in  the  ground,  so 
that  the  blade  is  vertical.  Then,  with  his  diaphragm  resting  upon 
the  point,  he  will  slowly  lift  his  feet  from  the  ground,  until  his 
body  is  spread-eagled  and  its  full  weight  balanced  entirely  upon 
the  point  of  the  saber.  Although  the  shirt  is  pierced,  Ogoun’s 
flesh  is  not.  (Author’s  note:  I witnessed  two  Ogouns  in  this  in- 

credible posture  simultaneously,  at  a hounfor  near  Carrefour  (just 
south  of  Port-au-Prince)  in  September  1949). 

The  phenomenon  of  possession  is  given  a special  chapter  but 
the  entire  religion  depends  on  it  and  it  appears  that  contact  with 
the  "gods"  is  more  intimate  and  effective  than  I had  imagined. 

The  author’s  three  years  in  Haiti  were  financed  in  part  by 
a Guggenheim  Fellowship.  This  book  is  one  of  a series  called 
Myth  and  Man,  under  the  general  editorship  of  Joseph  Campbell,  so 
is  highly  intellectual  rather  than  a popular  volume. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  12,  1995 
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Derleth,  August 


Walden  West;  woodcuts  by  Grisha  Dotzenko;  New  York,  Duell, 
Sloan  and  Pearce;  (1961,  Derleth)  262p. 

This  is  the  only  book  of  Derleth’s  SAC  PRAIRIE  SAGA  I have 
read;  in  fact,  it  is  the  only  work  of  his  outside  of  his  short 
weird  tales  in  WEIRD  TALES  magazine  and  his  Lovecraft  material, 

I agree  with  Lovecraft  that  Derleth  achieved  a high  degree 
of  literary  excellence  in  the  prose  comprising  this  book.  His 
interest  in  the  human  condition  and  in  nature  is  expressed  con- 
vincingly and  thoughtfully. 

The  autobiographical  incidents  from  his  early  life  prove 
that  he  worked  hard  to  achieve  what  he  did  in  later  life.  His 
father  was  a blacksmith  when  it  was  a trade  being  outmoded  by 
the  advent  of  the  automobile,  so  Derleth  had  a humble  beginning. 
He  worked  in  a canning  factory  at  twenty-five  cents  an  hour,  so 
even  this  was  more  than  he  earned  from  his  early  writing. 

My  own  interests  differ  from  Derleth’s,  so  I am  unlikely  to 
read  much  more  of  the  bulk  of  his  work.  He  inscribed  the  book 
"A  memoir  of  my  interior  life  - Sincerely,  August  Derleth".  It 
portrays  him  as  much  more  sensitive  than  he  was  in  business 
dealings. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  5,  2000 
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De  3ad@,  Marquis 

The  Grimes  of  Love;  Three  Novellas;  New  York,  Bantam 
Books  (#N2827);  Translated  by  Lowell  Bair;  Introductory  T?s- 


say  by  Aldous  Huxley  (June,  1964);  Illustrated;  184p. 

^ Contents 

A Note  on  The  Marquis  de  Sade  , / vii 

1.  Eugenie  de  Eranval  3 

Miss  Henrietta  Stralson  77 

3.  Florville  and  Gourval  133 


On  the  basis  of  these  stories,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  author  is  considered  to  be  the  writer  of 
immoral  literature,  'He  specifically  denounces  immorality  in 
all  three,  and  describes  vividly,  and  in  graciously  literary 
style,  the  sad  consequences  of  sexual  libertinism. 

An  inference  could  be  drawn  that  he  intended  to  point 
out  that  even  when  one  lives  with  the  best  moral  intentions, 
the  world  seduces  us.  This  is  especially  possible  in  the 
third  of  these  stories,  which  describes  the  vicissitudes  of 
a girl  whose  yielding  to  love  in  two  instances  only  has  ^the 
consequences  of  violating  morality  by  murder,  incest,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  happiness  of  everyone  involved  in  the 
important 'events  of  her  life, 
through 

All  thEnxxh  the  second  story,  the  thought  accompanied  my 
reading  which  has  often  occurred  to  me:  that  the  villain  who 
pursues  the  heroine  with  lustful  designs  is  more  intelligent, 
more  wholly  absorbed  in  the  pursuit  of  loveliness,  and  more 
industrious,  than  the  hero,  whose  weakness,  vacillation,  and 
refusal  to  obey  the  dictates  of  love,  seem  to  make  him  less 
worthy  of  the  reward  he  obtains. 

The  most  important  thing  about  this  v/riter,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  his  ability  to  make  the  reader  think  about  morality. 

In  the  third  story,  especially,  he  praises  the  Christian  re- 
ligion and  morality,  contrasting  it  with  the  results  of  an 
immoral  life;  yet  he  leaves  one  wondering  if  he  did  not  sym- 
pathize with  the  dissolute  (sexually)  woman  who  died  peace- 
fully, more  than  with  the  Christian  woman  who  died  regretting 
her  failure  to  do  more  good  dur'ng  her  life, 

A book  well  worth  study. 


De  Sade,  Marquis 

Crimes  of  Passion;  Edited  and  translated  by  Wade  Baskin 
New  York,  Castle  Books  (1965,  Philosophical 


Library,  Inc.)  lllp. 

Contents  ' 

Introduction  vii 

1.  Florville  and  Courval,  or  Fate  - 13 

2.  Juliette  and  Raunai  85 

3.  Miss  Henriette  Stralson,  or  The  Effects  of  Despair  97 


I read  the  introduction  and  the  second  of  these  stories 
from  this  book.  The  other  two  I had  previously  read  in  the 
paperback  Bantam  edition  under  the  title  The  Crimes  of  Love. 

The  second  story,  which  Baskin  says  is  greatly  abridged 
in  translation,  supports  a happy  outcome  from  highly  moral 
actions  on  the  part  of  the  title  characters  who  succeed  in 
saving  Juliette’s  father  from  execution  by  the  Duke  de  Guise. 
The  Duke  praises  all  three  for  their  selfless  concern  for 
each  other. 

The  Bantam  book  is  more  important,  so  this  may  be  dis- 
posed of  if  opportunity  presents  itself. 


/■ 


/ 
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De  eTi^oqueline 

Jacqueline,  Daughter  of  the  Marquis  de  3a de;  Translated, 
and  with  an  introduction  by  Jean-Paul  Denard;  New  '^ork,  Tower 
Books  (#44-948),  (1968,  Denard)  127p. 

Allege(31y  a translation  of  letters  addressed  to  her 
father  during  his  imprisonment  at  Charenton  Asylum  outside 
Paris,  and  admitting  several  murders  of  lovers,  this  is  more 
probably  a faked  sensational  novel,  pornographic  in  intent, 
and  with  the  use  of  modern  colloquialisms  which  co-*ld  be  the 
fault  of  the  translator,  but  are  more  likely  careless  over- 
sights . 

Living  the  kind  of  sheltered  life  alleged,  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  writer  of  the  letters,  if  they  exist,  would 
have  been  the  kind  of  woman  to  have  developed  the  perverted 
sexual  and  cruel  instincts  portrayed.  And  to  have  been  so 
careless  about  such  letters  falling  into  hands  other  than 
those  of  her  father,  and  to  have  placed  herself  even  at  his 
mercy,  is  simply  incredible. 

I am,  however,  placing  this  book  in  my  non-fiction 
cartons,  since  it  is  alleged  to  be  factual. 
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De  '^ade,  TCarqui'^  d*  A.  F. 


'delected  Writing*?  of  De  ^ade;  Tran*?lated  by  Leonard  de 
'^aint-Yve^;  London,  Peter  Owen  Limited  (1953)  306p, 

Limited  to  1000  copies-,  thi*?  ^^election  expurgated 
and  concjicft«?  of  excerpt^?  from  *?e78ral  worke?,  fiction  and 
non-fiction,  written  between  1782  and  1802,  and  tbic.  copy  i*? 
of  the  2nd  edition. 

Even  though  *36  ve  rely  abridged,  the  ejtory  Henrietta 

^tral*?on^^  iq  tran^^la ted'a t greater  length  than  the  even  more 
severe  abridgment  published  in  the  Cac?tle  Bookc;  Crime g of  Pa*^- 
qjon  edited  by  Wade  Babkin. 

The  latter  part  of  the  book  ig  guperior  to  the  early  part 
becauge  it  evidenceg  more  of  de  Bade*g  philogophical  viewg.  I 
do  not  Gongider  that  de  '^ade  wag  an  important  factor  in  the 
higtory  of  philogcphy  or  in  literature,  but  he  wag  a thinker 
of  gome  originality  and  hig  viewg  degerve  consideration. 

Hig  own  viewg  on  literature  and  hig  essay  on  the  novel 
are  v/orth  gtudy,  though  much  of  theme. terial  he  bases  his  views 
on  is  inaccessible  to  English  readers. 
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DustCilK'Dttlst 


de  Saint  Pierre,  Michel 


The  Remarkable  Cur^  of  Ars:  The  Life  and  achievements  of 
St.  John  Mary  Vianney;  Translated  by  M.  Angeline  Bouchard; 

Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc.,  1963;  First 
published  in  Paris,  1958;  Notes  & References  230p. 

Of  the  six  biographies  iWe  read,  this  is  the  best-researched 
and  comprehensive  summary  of  his  life.  The  author  gives  full  at- 
tention and  acceptance  to  the  spiritual  and  poltergeist  phenomena 
which  lasted  for  over  thirty  years,  and  deplores  the  modern  mater- 
ialistic worldview  of  science  which  ignores  or  scoffs  at  them. 

Approved  by  officials  of  the  Catholic  Church,  this  book  must 
adhere  to  its  doctrines,  but  the  author  does  not  hesitate  to  be 
critical  of  some  of  the  folklore  which  was  bound  to  accumulate  a- 
bout  the  life  of  any  influential  person. 

Much  of  the  text  repeats  material  incorporated  in  the  other 
biographies.  The  reading  of  all  six  has  given  me  a reasonable 
view  of  a simple  psychic  priest,  whose  influence  was  worldwide. 
There  are  other  biographies,  but  I doubt  they  would  extend  my 
conclusions . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  23,  1998 
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FkRStCilF'nttist 


Devereaux,  Captain  Charley 

Tenuf^  in  India;  with  an  Introduction  by  Milton“van 
'fickle;  Hollywood,  California,  Holloway  Hou^e  Publiqhing 
Co.  (1967,  Publiqherq);  (2  Volume q in  l)  317 p. 

A note  indicates  that  a third  volume  waq  contemplated 
but  never  written. 

This  novel  ostensibly  portrays  the  qexual  life  of  the 
British  troops  in  India,  but  is  more  likely  patterned  after 
the  erotic  claasic  (Fanny  Hill?).  The  author  alleges  that 
camp-followers  (prostitutes)  are  provided  to  satisfy  the 
sexual  dec- ires  of  both  officers  and  men;  and  that  v/omen  are 
often  the  aggressors  in  seeking  fleshly  delights. 

The  first  volume  concentrates  on  a nymphomaniacal  and 
beautiful  woman  v/ith  whom  the  author  has  a liason;  the  se- 
cond on  three  daughters  of  the  Colonel  commanding,  who  is 
himself  using  the  services  of  the  wife  of  the  au  thorns  c-er- 
vant  because  his  own  wife  is  a semi -invalid . 

The  heat  of  India,  the  lax  morals,  and  the  separation 
of  husbands  and  v/ives  because  of  military  ne ces c-it ies  , are 
among  the  causes  of  infidelity;  but  the  author  admits  that 
prior  to  marriage  he  had  been  a womanizer,  and  would  likely 
have  indulged  himself  under  any  circumstances.  Adventures 
detailed  portray  him  as  a mnn  of  courame,  but  the  liasons 
involve  deceit,  seduction  by  both  sexes,  and  the  trium.ph  of 
desire  over  morals  to  an  extent  which  make  this  book  almo-t 
pornographic,  although  little  coarse  language  is  used. 

Although  the  publishers  promote  this  book  as  'H'fem.oirs^^ 
and  the  Introduction  advocates  the  background  as  authentic, 

I classify  the  book  as  fiction. 
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De  Tlnseau,  Leon 


Duo  Rollon;  Translated  by  Floreno©  Belknap  G-ilmour;  London 
and  New  York,  Harper  & Brothers,  1912  202p. 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament  in  1/ashington  in  2000, 

Premier  Y/agstaff,  his  brother  the  historian  and  the  historian’s 
daughter  Edith  have  dinner  with  Elzear  Turoote,  emissary  of  the 
Canadian  Government.  An  explorer,  Douglas  Grant,  mentions  that 
the  failure  of  iron  mines  in  the  U.3.A,  eould  be  replaced  by 
reclaiming  bridges  and  rails  rusting  in  Europe,  ¥/hlch  had  been 
devastated  and  reduced  to  barbarism  by  war  made  possible  by 
scientific  weapons. 

Turcote  at  once  determines  to  acquire  the  iron  for  the 
Canadian  Government,  and  arranges  v/ith  a priest  to  go  by  air 
to  France.  Endeavoring  to  maintain  secrecy,  the  Nagstaffs  and 
their  party  go  by  ship.  They  find  Due  Rollon,  who  is  80  years 
of  age  and  determined  to  forswear  science  and  knowledp-e  for 
himself  and  his  people,  battling  against  Saboteurs  who  raid 
for  women  occasionally  and  are  afforded  sanctuary  against  the 
old  Due  only  by  a Benedictine  -monastery  controlled  by  tv/o 
educated  monks  v^ho  have  accumulated  a library  of  200  books  and 
have  secretly  taught  the  Due’s  grandson  and  granddaughter  to 
read  and  write. 

Edith  falls  in  love  with-  the  Due’s  grandson,  and  brings 
about  the  failure  of  the  Canadian  mission  by  persuading  the 
Due  that  the  Canadians  bring  conquest  by  knowledge.  Edith 
agrees  to  wait  a short  time  to  elapse  before  marrying  Pierre 
de  Mondeville,  but  the  book  closes  with  the  conclusion  fore- 
gone that  she  v;ill  live  in  barbarism  with  her  husband  and  try 
to  reconstruct  France  to  glory  as  of  old  when  Due  Rollon  dies. 

Aside  from  mention  of  conquest  of  the  air;  aluminium  paper, 
solidified  oxygen  for  use  as  fuel,  and  the  elimination  of 
nearly  all  so-called  incurable  diseases,  the  author  fails  to 
foresee  the  advances  of  science  which  have  transpired  already 
in  the  year  1968.  This  survey  of  the  future  merely  emphasises 
the  dangers  of  science,  and  the  eas  of  return  to  barbarism  if 
a destructive  war  takes  place. 


Dey,  FrederiG  Tan  Rensselaer 

The  Magic  Story;  Nevi/  York,  Frank  E.  k!orrison;.  (Fifth 
Edition,  1913);  (1900,1901,1903,1908,  I'orrisjfon)  53p. 

■ (Sixth  Edition,  Revised  and  Illustrated  (1814)  63p. 

This  booklet  is  obviously  designed  to  encourage  sales- 
men, and  most  were  probably  bought  in  q.uantity  by  businesses 
for  distribution  to  theirs.  Testimonial  letters  at  the  back 
of  the  fifth  edition  appear  to  conf Irrn- this . 

Although  told  in  the  farm  of  fiction,  this  is  inspirationa 
literature  concerning  an  old  book  v/ritten  in  his  old  age  by  a 
man  who -succeeded  by  following  six  rules  for  channel inp^  his 
energies.  These  are  the  usual  formulae  for  success,  uerhaxis 
expressed  differently  than  those  advocated  by  Fapoleon  "'^111  and 
other  writers  of  similar  books.  ' ■ ' 

T|ie  theme,  howe^/er,  is  of  dual  personality,  not  good  and 
evil  as  in  Jekyll  and  Hyde,  but  failure  and  success  depend  in 
on  the  mental  picture  of  oneself.  Although  psycnolo'-y  is  su 
ficient  to  explain  the  change  of  character,  the  dm'*,  oei^sona 
ity  is  said' to  be  unusual  enough  to  q^nlify  f^r  fantc^sv,  so 
have  placed  this  book  in  my  far.ta  jy  collecti:i.. 


■'  r I hH 


DeWeese,  Gene,  and  Coulson,  Robert 


Charles  Fort  Never  Mentioned  V/ombats;  Introduction  by  Wilson 
Tucker;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc.,  1977; 
(1977,  authors)  173p. 

A party  of  American  science  fiction  fans  flies  to  attend  an 
Aussiecon,  accompanied  by  a newspaper  reporter  whp  narrates  the 
story.  Reference  is  made  throughout  the  book  to  incidents  at  a 
previous  convention,  apparently  told  in  the  authors'  Now  You  See/ 
It/Him/Them. 

Tucker  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  fans,  but  remains  in 
the  background  of  the  story,  identified  by  '’smoooth". 

Met  by  a tall,  thin  Australian  fan  who  conducts  the  party 
but  whose  address  and  standing  are  elusive,  they  are  influenced  by 
a disc  which  conveys  messages  from  aliens.  A black  female  fan  who 
was  known  to  the  reporter  senses  the  emotions  of  people;  an  old 
lady  whose  sympathetic  demeanor  encourages  confessions  and  who  has 
read  "scientif ict ion'^  in  its  early  magazine  form;  and  a fan  v/hose 
fears  make  him  invisible;  create  situations  which  enliven  the  plot. 

Italicized  conversations  between  aliens  investigating  earth 
people  close  out  many  of  the  later  chapters  of  the  story.  These 
merely  indicate  that  the  aliens  are  not  inimical,  but  are  studying 
humans;  I thought  them  intrusive  and  slowing  to  the  story. 

Much  background  conversation  dealing  with  the  Shaver  Mystery 
and  flying  saucers,  and  fans'  reactions  to  these  subjects,  makes 
the  story  of  interest  to  reading  fans;  and  there  is  speculation 
concerning  parapsychology,  v;hich  is  generally  dismissed  as  unproven. 

The  advent  of  aliens  in  a flying  saucer  adds  reality  to  their 
appearances  and  disappearances  in  a haze  like  heat  waves. 

This  book  is  aimed  mainly  at  science  fiction  fans,  and  par-- 
ticularly  convention-goers.  Anthony  Boucher  and  Richard  Purtill 
have  written  similar  books,  but  as  mysteries  rather  than  as  fantasy 
or  science  fiction. 
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